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TIEL [CAL. 152]rtumrverrvsrssresssssssssssssasssssssssssasssssssssssssssassssssssssssssssssssssssssssassssssssssssssssssssssssssssassssssassssnssssssssssssnssasssssssssens 33
Plaque from a cross depicting an angel, representing St Matthew, found at Haughmond Abbey, c. 1190x1200;
height 7.4 cm, top w. 3.9 cm, base w. 6.2 cm; on loan from the Trustees of the Sundorne Estate to London, V&A

Museum [cat. 117] 34
Figurine of a saint from a cross or reliquary, chance find in Broxtowe, Nottingham, ¢. 1200x1300; h. 8.3 cm,
Nottingham museum, inv. NCM 1938-96 [Cat. 111]..ovvuumrrerrremrrirrrisrissssssssssssssssesssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssseses 34

Crowned corpus figure of Christ in a long robe, from a cross, set with glass beads, found in the gardens of
Christ Church, Oxford, in c. 1704; c. 1200x20; h. 16.2 cm, max. w. 11.1 cm; Oxford, Ashmolean Museum, inv.
WA 1908.233 [Cat. 113] oot tss s sss s ssssssasssssss s ssssss s sss s ssssssassssssssasssssassssssssassssssssssssssssassssssssases 34
Gospel cover showing the Crucifixion, from the private chapel of the Clavering family, Callaly castle,
Northumberland, c¢. 1200x30; h. 22 cm, w. 10 cm, private collection [cat. 108].........coevvrmrrrrrerrrermrernrernrirnrressrssrenrens 34
Lid of a pyx found in 2007 near Arncliffe (Yorks.), c. 1200x1300, h. 8.8 cm; private collection [exCat, ref: PAS,
YORYM-58EB27].cuuvurrrerrsssnsisnsssssassssssssssssssasssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssassssssssssssssssasssasssssssssens 35

Figure 50 & 50a Sudbury ciborium [general view and detail], found in ploughland near Sudbury, Suffolk, in c. 1852;

. 1200x25; h. 11.9 cm, diam. of bowl 14.3 cm; BM, BEP, inv. 1853,1118.1 [cat. 128] ....cevevveveerererererrcrcrsereererseesins 36

Figure 51 & 51a. Ciborium of Master Alpais, inset with glass beads, and engraved with pseudo- Cufic ornament around

Figure 52.

Figure 53.

Figure 54.
Figure 54a.
Figure 55.
Figure 56.

Figure 57.

Figure 58.

Figure 59.

Figure 60.

Figure 61.

Figure 62.

Figure 63.

Figure 64.

the rim of the bowl. Exceptional in being signed by its maker ‘Master Alpais of Limoges made me’; c. 1200;
h. ¢. 30 cm, h., diam. 16 cm; Paris, Louvre Museum, Dépt. des objets d’art, inv. MRR98 [eXCat].......coevverrrerrrrernnes 36
Crozier found in the thatched roof of an old house in Aldington (Kent), showing the Annunciation in the
crook, c. 1220x50, the staff and knop replaced c. 1914; h. 33 cm, diam. of crook, 14.2 cm; Rochester Cathedral
treasury, inV. 000515, [CAL. 42] ..rvuurverrrurrissiiesseiisesissesissssissssissssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssassssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssns 37
Plaque, once attached to a cross, showing censing angels who mournfully bear witness to the Crucifixion of
Christ. Incense was burned at funerals and baptisms and during Mass; c. 1170x80; h. 11 cm, . 22.1 cm; New
York, Metropolitan Museum of Art, inV. 2001-634 [EXCAt]......evrurrerrrmrressnsssssssisssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssasssssssassens 38
Censer to contain the hot coals essential for the burning of incense, essential for many church ceremonies,
especially Mass; c. 1250x1300; h. 19 cm; New York, Metropolitan Museum of Art, inv. 50.7.3a, b [exCat] ............ 39
Incense boat, called navicula for “little boat” in Latin, contained the incense, a combination of frankincense
and myrrh; . 1250 ; w. 8.6 cm, 1. 18.2 cm, Baltimore, Walters Art Museum, inv. 44.701 [eXCat].....ccorrrrrerrrerrennens 39
Reliquary chasse, found in a cellar in Priory House, Brooke, near Oakham in c. 1805; ¢. 1200x30 with 19th
century additions; h. 15.2 cm, 1. 12.8 cm, w. 6.9 cm, Rutland county museum, inv. KRM:1997.45 [cat. 116]......... 39
Reliquary chasse, front plaque showing the murder of Archbishop Thomas Becket. Its earliest known
owner was John Batteley (1646-1708), Canon of Canterbury Cathedral. The chasse is amongst the earliest
examples of a Limoges enamel in a known English collection; c. 1210; h. 17.2 cm, w. 12.1 cm; Glasgow, Burrell
COLLECLION, TNV, 26/6 [CAL. 45 |.euvrveieieeerieeerieesisesiasisiasisesissssissssissssisssssssssessssssssssassssassssasssssssssassssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssases 39
Portrait of Canon Thomas Russell the younger, shown in his house opposite Hereford Cathedral, with the
Becket reliquary chasse bequeathed by him to the Cathedral in 1831. Watercolour. Archive of the Dean and

Chapter of Hereford Cathedral [Cat. 34a] .........cvvuervmrvrrrerrrississississssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssns 40
Poor box in Smarden Church (Kent), with the reliquary plaque attached to the top; oak with iron fittings,
probably 16th century. Smarden, Church of St Michael the Archangel, Parish council [cat. 57].....cocccrrvrerrrrernecs 41

Plaque from a reliquary, depicting the Presentation of the infant Christ in the Temple; c. 1250; . of plaque
14.7 cm, h. 10.7 cm; as shown in a chromolithograph of 1866 in Francis Haslewood, Antiquities of Smarden
(London, 1866), PP. 568 [CAL. 57].vvurrurrrerrrnssnsssnssassssnssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssanses 41
Figure of a woman from a reliquary, chance find c. 186070 in the Abbey precincts when the road was
made from Palace Yard to the Poets’ Corner doorway. Copper with traces of gilding, the eyes of blue glass;
¢.1220%50; h. 7.5 cm, w. 8.5 cm; Westminster Abbey museum, inv. no. 2894. [cat. 87].....ccoccemerumerrermerernerernerenerenns 41
Roundel with symmetrical peacocks, chance find in Barrow (Suff.), c. 1881; c. 1170x80. Probably from a
casket, later converted into a key escutcheon. Diameter overall 9.4 cm; Bury St Edmunds, Moyses Hall

Museum collection: West Suffolk Heritage service, inv. 1976.275 [cat. 122]....cccomreereereeeenmerinerinerisseeisssesisesessenes 42
Plaque from a Gospel cover, depicting the Crucifixion, found in Rottingdean churchyard (Suss.), c. 1770x80;
¢. 1200x50; w. 10.5 cm, h. 22.3 cm; Lewes, Barbican House museum, inv. 1866.118. [cat. 140] ................................ 42

Plaque (detail) from the right arm of a cross, with headless figurine of a saint attached, found near the ruins
of Newark Priory, Pyrford (Surr.), c. 1200x1300; h. 6.2 cm, w. 4.8 cm, Guildford Museum, inv. AG.24853 [cat.
132 cetutvieervesestsssssissesisse st st AR R8RSR R AR A0 42
Sagittarius, part of a roundel from a coffer, excavated on the site of the Abbey of St Augustine, Canterbury;
¢. 1235x1300; diam. 8.9 cm; Canterbury, St Augustine’s museum, English Heritage inv. AML 7716159 [cat. 48]....42
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Plaque from a reliquary, now fixed to the top of an alms box in Smarden Church (Kent) depicting the
Presentation of the infant Christ in the Temple, c. 1250; w. 14.7 cm, h. 10.7 cm; Smarden, Church of St
Michael the Archangel, Parish council [Cat. 57] ... sissssissssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssses
Twisted figure of Christ from a cross This corpus figure was originally attached to a cross as the focal
point of a Crucifixion scene. The torso has been deliberately and forcibly twisted out of shape, the legs and
arms removed; c. 1200x1300; 1. 9.4 cm, w. 2.5 cm. Found by a detectorist in Dorset in 2009, private collection.
[Ref. PAS, inV. DOR-BC3228; EXCA]....vvuvereiririeiesieiesississssisssssssssssssssssssssssssssssasssssssssssssssssssssssssssassssssssssssssssssssssssssans
Cross with the crowned corpus figure of Christ, found under a heavy stone in Salisbury Cathedral close
in 1869; c. 1200x20; h. 21.1 cm, w. 16.3 cm; Salisbury Museum, inv. no. 2008R.2, formerly no. ii E 1 [cat. 152]....
Ruins of the Abbey of Bayham (Suss.), engraving from Sussex Archaeological Collections, ix (1857), plate opp.
Pr 145 [SEE CAL. 137 werverrerrieerirsrensssssissssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssnsssssssssssssssssssnsssssssssssssssens
The church of the Hospital of St Katharine by the Tower before its demolition in 1826, engraving from
Gentleman’s Magazine, vol. xcvi (1826), pt. 1, plate opp. p. 105 [S€€ Cat. 80]....cvmrrmrrmrrrrrrrrrerrrersssnsssssanssasssssssssens
Corpus of Christ, found in 1826 in the ruins of the Abbey of St Mary the Virgin, York; c. 1200x30; h. 15.8 cm,
w. 10.1 cm; York Museums Trust, inv. YORYM 2019.77 [Cat. 162]....vuvveeeveecreeieiereeieeiesisisisissvasisisssssssssssassssssssanes
Label on the reverse of the Corpus figure, which reads: ‘Found in the ruins of St. Mary’s Abbey, at York: in
1826, [SEE CAL. 162] .ervevivevrieriecrsissisissisississssissssissssisssstsssstssssssssssssssssssssssssasssssssssssssssassssassssssssssssassssassssassssassssssssssssass
Ruins of the Abbey of St Mary the Virgin, York; c. 1200-1400; now in the garden of the Yorkshire Museum...
Crowned corpus figure of Christ found in 1771 by workmen digging the foundations of a market place
near the site of a church allegedly dedicated to St Bartholomew, in Brighton (Suss.). Drawing in the Society
of Antiquaries album ‘Early Medieval Antiquities’, p. 3.1, dated May 1771 [cat. 138] ...coccvmrremerermereeserresnrressrernnnes
Bryan Faussett (d. 1776), FSA, exploring Kentish tumuli, engraving from Inventorium Sepulchrale:
An Account of some Antiquities dug up at Gilton, Kingston, Sibertswold, Barfriston, Beakesbourne, Chartham, and
Crundale, in the County of Kent, from A.D. 1757 to A.D. 1773, by Bryan Faussett, ed. Charles Roach Smith (London,
1856) evvereererererrssmeessisnesssisesssisssssasesessse s R R R0
Limoges figurines found in Woodnesborough, church of St Mary, near Sandwich (Kent). Found in 1759
by Bryan Faussett (1720-76) in a grave, and believed by him to be Roman; dimensions c. 5-7 cm high; c.
1200x1300. Given in 1886 by the collector Joseph Mayer F.S.A. to Liverpool. National Museums, Liverpool inv.
MB877-8 [CAL. 59 & 60]....cveriivvvmriirirmvirisnsirisesisississssssassssesissssssissssssisssssasssssssssssssssssssssssssassssssssosssssssssssssssasssssssssssinns
Incense boat lid, found in c. 1897 in the churchyard of St Nicholas’s church, Bromham (Wilts.); c. 1200x50;
h. c. 8.8 cm, w. 8.8 cm; Parish Council of St Nicholas, on loan to Devizes museum. Engraving from Proc. Soc.
Ant., 2nd ser. XXV (1912-13), P. 67 [CAL 148.uururrrrrerrrirerirsrinrisnisisssssssissssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssns
Reliquary chasse found in the church chest of St Mary, Shipley (Suss.), before 1830; c. 1200; 1. 21.8 cm,
h. 18.9 cm. Chromolithograph from Edmund Cartwright, Parochial Topography: The Rape of Bramber ... in the
County of Sussex, 11, pt. 2 (London, 1830), pp. 303-4 & plate opposite. Parish council of St Mary’s, on loan to
HOTsham MUSEUIM [Cat. 142] ..ot ssstss s sssss s s sas s ss s sssassssssssassssssssssssssassasssssssssssssases
Crowned corpus figure of Christ, found buried in a wall of the church of All Saints, Withybrook (Warws.)
in c. 1848; 1. 14.8 cm, w. 13.1 cm; ¢. 1200x50; London, Society ofAntiquaries, inv. B27, no. 368 [cat. 146].............
Incense boat lid, found in excavating the ruins of the sacristy of Leicester Abbey, c. 1929-30; length 8.6 cm,
w. 8 cm, ¢. 1200x50; Leicester museum, inv. LCMS A241.1951 [Cat. 63]..uuvveeveirvvceiinicericnsisssssssssssessssssesssssssssnns
Two plaques from a cross, found c. 1985 in a field near the Wiltshire church of St Michael, Little
Bedwyn; the flower plaque: h. 4.1 cm, w.3.2 cm; the eagle plaque: h. 3.5 cm, w. 3.9 cm; ¢. 1200x50; BM, BEP,
INV.1985,0507.1&2. [CAL. 149 .ourvirvvemerriemerrrisnrrrisnessasesesisnsesisnesssissessminsssssnsssssnesssssnesssisssssssmsssssnesssssnessssnsssssnssssasnssessnns
Thomas Hearne (1678-1735) by George Vertue, after Peter Tillemans, engraving, 1723; London; National
Portrait Gallery, inV. DA070 [EXCAt]c...vuuurueerererereriserisssisseisssesissssisssssssesssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssans
Watercolour of the corpus figure of Christ, when owned by Edward Thwaites, signed by J. T[alman], dated
1705; London, Society of Antiquaries, Harley Collection album, vol. I1, p. 29. [cat. 113]...coervrmrrermrrerrrirnrrernrres
Watercolour of the corpus figure of Christ, when owned by Edward Thwaites, signed by J. T[alman], dated
1705. Oxford, Bodleian Library, MS Gough Maps 44, f. 78, n0. 140 [Cat. 113]..ccc.vvrererermrrrmrrnrrensresssessssssnssssssssssennns
Engraving of the medieval oak front cover of the Sherborne Cartulary of c. 1125, set with a T-shaped
Limoges plaque depicting the angel of St Matthew, mounted upside down; c. 1200x50. Engraving before
1712, published by Thomas Hearne, Itinerary of John Leland the Antiquary, 11 (Oxford, 1744), pp. 57-9. The
cartulary is now in the British Library, Add. MS 46487. [Cat. 15]....v.vmrvemrvemmrisnrisnssisssisssissssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssens
Horace Walpole’s Becket chasse, when at Strawberry Hill, as drawn by the antiquary William Cole in
September 1762, now BL, Add. MS 5841 (Cole vol. XL), f. 77. The earliest known owner of the chasse was John
Batteley, Canon of Canterbury Cathedral (c. 1647-1708). Its later owner, the collector Sir William Burrell
(1861-1958) bequeathed it to the city of Glasgow. Glasgow, Burrell collection, inv. 26/6 [cat. 45] .......cccccurrvrennce
William Stukeley (1687-1765) by John Smith, after Godfrey Kneller, mezzotint, 1721; London, National
Portrait Gallery, inv. NPG D11570 [EXCAL] cv.crverrrermrermmrssmssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssens
Becket chasse owned by Thomas Astle and William Stukeley. Engraving by J. Mynde, dated 1748, from
William Stukeley in ‘An Account of an Ancient Shrine formerly belonging to the Abbey of Croyland’, in
Philosophical Trans. of the Royal Society, v (1748), plate I opposite p. 579. This loose leaf: Oxford, Bodleian
Library, MS Gough Maps 223a, 0pp. P. CXCIV [Cat. 40].c.uvvuerererirerioserisseeiisesissesissesissssissssssssssisssssssssssssssssssssssssissssens
Richard Rawlinson (1690-1755) by William Smith, after George Vertue mezzotint, 1770s; London, National
Portrait Gallery, inV. D3996 [EXCAt]....vvurrerrerrisrrisnsrssssssssssssssssissssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssens
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Drawing of a roundel from a cross showing Christ blessing, inscribed with an alpha and omega; found
on a coffin in York Minster crypt, sometime before 1741, drawing in the London, Society of Antiquaries,
Minute book vol IV, £, 96 (for 14 Jan. 1742) [Cat. 88@........ccevrerrerrimrerrirressisssssessesssessessssssesssssesssssessssssssssasssassasssens 59
Roundel from a cross showing Christ blessing, inscribed with an alpha and omega; found in York Minster
crypt; diam.7 cm; ¢, 1200x1230; Oxford, Ashmolean Museum, inv. AN 1887. 2395. [cat. 161].....ccccovrrrrrerrrrrrennens 59
Drawing of a Gospel book-cover, when owned by Richard Rawlinson in 1752, London, Society of
Antiquaries, Minute book vol. VII, f, 32 [21 December 1752] [Cat. 88 J.....ovvvvrrrrrermrrrmrrnsrnssessssssssssssssnssasssssssssens 60
Cross, engraving when in the collection of David Wells (1733-90) of Burbage (Leics.), acquired in 1849 by
the Leics. Literary & Philosophical Society; c. 1200x50; h. cross 21.1 cm, w. 13.1 cm; Leicester Museum, LCMS
inv. no. 2276-1849. Engraving from Gentleman’s Magazine, v (1785), pt. 2, p. 849 & Fig. 1 opp. p. 850 [cat. 62]....60
Malmesbury reliquary chasse, supposed to have come from the Benedictine Abbey of Malmesbury, now
in the Thomson collection, Toronto; c. 1180x90; h. 26 cm, 1. 32 cm, w. 11 cm. [cat. 151]. Wash drawing,
signed and dated 6 March 1788, by Jacob Schnebbelie, when the chasse was owned by Thomas Astle, FSA.
London, Society of Antiquaries, ‘Instrumenta Ecclesiastica’ album, f. 30, the source of the engraving in Vetusta
Monumentd, 11 (1789), Pl Ll evuucvuevurruererrissississssssissssssssssssssssssssssssssssssassssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssassssssassssssasssssssssssssssssssnss 61
Gemellion from Earls Colne, Essex, as drawn by William Cole in 1745; c. 1200; BL, Add. MS 5811, f. 37 [cat.
19] ettt sttt st sttt sttt Attt ARttt bRttt s bttt et s s s st saen 61
Richard Gough (1735-1809) by R. Sawyer, after unknown artist; engraving, 1786; London, National Portrait
GAllETY, TNV, DA394 [EXCAL] cevvvurevesnresneresseeissserissesissesisesisss s i s sissssssssss et sss s ettt 62
Oval plaque showing Christ in Majesty, from the back of a large cross; c. 1200. In 1775 probably in Astle’s
collection, and by 1803 owned by Douce, given by him to Meyrick; l. 12 cm; BM, BEP, 1878,1101.6. [cat. 91].....63
Becket chasse, showing two murderers, given to Douce in 1828 by his friend Joseph Dimsdale; c. 1220x50;

1. 16 cm, h. 14.2 cm; BM, BEP, 1878,1101.3 [Cat. 91@] ouvuvvviviiriiniiniensissnsisssisssissssssssssssasssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssases 63
Medieval and later Limoges enamels, as exhibited in Salisbury in 1849, pl. 23 in Matthew Digby Wyatt,
Metalwork and its Artistic Design (London, 1852) [EXCAt] ...vurrrrrerrremrrmsinssssssessssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssasssssssssens 64

Cross, Limoges enamel, c. 1200x50, when owned by William Henry Charlton of Hesleyside, Northumberland
in 1849; chromolithograph from Antiquarian Gleanings, by William Bell Scott (Newcastle, 1851), plate XVI &

Medieval Limoges enamels in c. 1919x25, in the Paris showroom window of Brimo de Laroussilhe, still the
leading French dealer in medieval enamels [EXCAt].......coovvrieerirrinsriinssiisssiissssisssissssisssssssssssssssssssssssssssssassssssssses 65
Plaque from the front of a reliquary chasse found on the site of St Katharine’s Hospital by the Tower in
c. 1825; ¢. 1190x5; h. 10 cm, L. 1.62 cm; private collection [Cat. 80 .....o.vrvrverrrerrernrirnrinrisnesisssessssssississssssssssessens 67

Gazetteer of Limoges Enamels from Medieval England
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Cat. 32.
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Cat. 41.
Cat. 43.
Cat. 57.
Cat. 57a.
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Map showing find spots for enamels catalogued in the GAZELEET......c.vvuevrvvreirerireierriieissise s ississins 70
One of a pair of candlesticks found in Ashbury (Berks.); from an engraving in Archaeologia, XV (1806), pp.
401-2 & PL. xxvi. Present Whereabouts UNKNOWN ........c.cueeiveiieiiieiiieissieissseisssesssesssesssessssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssases 75
Becket chasse, found near Tarporley (Ches.) before 1862; from an engraving in the Archaeol. Jnl., xix (1862),
p. 282. Now in the Toledo Museum of Art, Ohio, USA, INV. 1956.74 .....cvumrverrrummerinerimevnsssssssessessssesssessssssassssssssess 78
Limoges plaque from a cross, inset into the oak front cover of the Sherborne Cartulary; from engraving in
the Itinerary of John Leland the Antiquary, ed. Thomas Hearne, IT (Oxford, 1744), pp. 57-9. The cartulary is now

British LIDIary, Add. MS 46487 .....ceverveerineisiiissisnssisssisssisssissssasssssssssssissssnsssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssnssssssssssnssssssssssssssns 81
Gemellion owned by John Wale of Earls Colne (Essex): pen and ink drawing by William Cole, 1745, from BL,
Add. MS 5811, f. 33v. Present Whereabouts UNKNOWI.........cvuevueverieririnisisissisiesssssssisssssassssssssssssssssesssssessessessessssanes 83

Plaque from a belt buckle, excavated at Stansted airport (Essex) in 1989; from drawing by H. Major, ‘Copper
Alloy Objects’, in Excavations at Stansted Airport, 1986-91, ed. Richard Havis and Howard Brooks, East Anglian
Archaeology 107 (Chelmsford, 2004), vol. 2, pp. 391-2, and fig. 260, no. 8. Now in Saffron Walden Museum,
TNIV. SEO6 wnvviiieieiieieieieiesie ettt et s s tsse s stess st s st se et sse et s se st ess st ess st s ss b e s s ss b e s s s b e s s bt e s s bt ess bt ese b e s e st e be s s senn s 84
Fragment from a belt buckle, excavated in 1965 from a fifteenth-century context in Lower Brooke St,
Winchester (Hants); from Martin Biddle, Objects & Economy in Medieval Winchester: Artefacts from Medieval
Winchester (Oxford, 1990), p. 520, Fig. 1201. Now Hampshire Cultural Trust, inv. BS.SF.153 .....ovververerrerernrirnrinnnns 90
Candlestick base found at St Albans (Herts.) c. 1890; from the engraving by W. Page, Proc. Soc. Antig., 2nd
ser., xv (1893-5), pp. 266-7. Present whereabouts UNKNOWI .......cvuvverierienviinrinrinsisssisssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssens 94
Portrait of the Revd Bryan Faussett (1720-76), FSA, by Thomas Hudson, 1758, oil on canvas, National
MUSEUITS LIVETPOOL cvvvverrirreriaisssisisssisissississsassisssasssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssnssssssnsssssssssssssssssssssassssssssasssans 98
Plaque from a cross, found in a field at Brenzett (Kent) c. 1970; from a photograph, in Arch. Cant., Ixxxvi
(1971), pp. 228-9 and Plate I. Present whereabouts UNKNOWI..........c.veeruiinriseioseiseiinssisssississsissssssssssssissssssssnsees 99
Plaque from a reliquary casket, since before 1866 fixed to the top of an oak alms box in Smarden Church
(Kent); from chromolithograph by Francis Haslewood, Antiquities of Smarden (London, 1866), pp. 56-8............ 108
Alms box in Smarden Church, with the reliquary plaque attached to the top; oak with iron fittings, probably
16th Century; SEe Cat. 57 Cit. ADOVE...c..cvurrerrrrcererierieiirerietiesise s sssesisssssss s sssesisesasessssssssssassssesanessssssnes 108
Plaque from a cross, found c. 1930 at Belvoir Castle (Leics.); engraving from Antiquaries Jnl., xii (1932), p.
452, Present WhereaboULS UNKIIOWN ......ueiurieeiierisiiesississississiissessssssassssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssassssssanses 110
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Preface

A few years ago, on being invited to speak in France about medieval Limoges enamels found in England,
I was surprised to find almost nothing in print. Of what there was, little was in English, although the
Portable Antiquities Scheme online database was invaluable. Other countries - as far afield as Russia,
Hungary, Denmark and Italy - had published books about their medieval Limoges enamels. Yet for over
three hundred years in the Middle Ages England had close links with Aquitaine, in which Limoges is
located. This book began as an article, intended to pull together information about the few disparate
unpublished pieces of Limoges enamel in museums that I knew to have been found in England.

The article rapidly became a book, and thanks to the unswerving financial support of the Aurelius Trust,
I have been able to travel around the country to examine objects, a process which is so essential to
understanding them. Limiting myself to medieval England - the Welsh material is being researched
by Mark Redknap - I have found around 190 items, and more will surely emerge from museum stores,
despite my best efforts to discover what these contain. I sourced my material by reading the catalogues
of all former ‘county’ museums, and by checking archaeological journals, inventories, the internet
and online information on museum collections, this latter dataset regrettably still very patchy and
incomplete.

The twin crises of the economic crash of 2008-9 and the pandemic of 2020-2 very nearly sabotaged the
book fatally. Thanks to budget cuts, since 2010 museums have shed their expert curators and sometimes
closed altogether. Cataloguing was not their priority. Guessing what might be in their stores was an
impossibility, and I relied on the knowledge and helpfulness of those curators that I could track down.
When Covid struck, and lockdowns were imposed, all museums shut ‘temporarily’, and access, already
limited, became impossible for months, sometimes years. However, luckily by then I had examined all
but about a dozen objects. It also became clear that over and above the archaeological and art historical
stories that these objects could tell, another story was emerging. The provenances of many objects has
offered new insights into their sometimes strange post-Dissolution fates.

Thanks to the generosity of the Paul Mellon Centre, the book contains more and better photos than
would otherwise have been possible, and the cover price has been subsidized by them to make it
more affordable. The unrivalled knowledge, skilled editorial pencil, and constant encouragement of
my husband Nigel Ramsay have made this a better book. Publishers Archaeopress and their senior
editor Mike Schurer and designer Erin McGowan have been unfailingly patient and encouraging. Four
libraries and their staff have been extremely helpful: the Institute of Historical Research, the Society of
Antiquaries, the Warburg Institute and the London Library. In the interests of brevity I have excluded
detectorist finds from the Gazetteer, since they are already well catalogued online on the PAS website

My grateful thanks go finally and particularly to so many friends, curators past and present, collection
managers, conservators and registrars- the invisible army who make museums function. Without them
this book would not exist.
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Bowen, Michael Carter, Cath Caseley, John Cherry, Richard Dabb, David Evans, Hazel Forsyth, Colin
Harrison, Susan Harrison, Surrey Garland, Eleanor Gage, Brian and Moira Gittos, Imogen Gunn, Laura
Hadland, Martin Henig, Susan Jenkins, Kirstin Kennedy, Amal Khreisheh, Andrew King, Philip Lankester,
Antony Lee, Ian Leins, Rebecca Loughead, Andrew Martlew, Jennifer McGregor, Alex McWhirter, Michael
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and Rachel Moriarty, Kate Newnham, Stephen Nye, Adam Parker, Jane Perry, Tim Pestell, Robin Reeve,
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Whitewood, Rowena Willard-Wright, Catriona Wilson, Carolyn Wingfield, Gill Woolrich
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Elisabeth Antoine, Marie-Cecile Bardoz, Antonin Boyer, Jean Francois Boyer, Christine Brennan,
Simonetta Castronovo, Alexandra Cousins, Elisabeth Taburet-Delahaye, Alain-Charles Dionnet, Sara
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