Death and Taxes

The archaeology of a Middle Saxon estate centre
at Higham Ferrers, Northamptonshire

by Alan Hardy & Bethan Mair Charles

with contributions by

Martin Allen, Paul Blinkhorn, Emily Edwards, Emma-Jane Evans, Robert Francis,
Clare Ingrem, Paul Linford, Lisa Moffet, Fiona Roe, lan Scott, Edmund Simons,
Gill Thompson, Annsofie Witkin

[lustration and design
Rosalyn and Peter Lorimer

Oxford Archaeology
2007



The publication of this volume has been generously funded by English Heritage
Designed by Oxford Archaeology Graphics Office

Edited by Ian Scott

which can be bought from all good bookshops and internet bookshops.
For more information visit www.oxfordarch.co.uk

© 2007 Oxford Archaeological Unit

Typeset by Production Line, Oxford
Printed in Great Britain at the Alden Group, Oxfordshire



Contents

List of Figures .. ... ...t i i ittt ittt it iiiae e ix
List Of Plates . ... .ooitit i i i i i i ittt ittt ittt xi
List of Tables ... ..uunn it i i ittt ettt ettt e xiii
1o 5181 T e XV
Acknowledgements . ... ...t i i i i xvii

Chapter 1: Introduction and Project Background

HIGHAM FERRERS - ITS LOCATION, GEOLOGY AND TOPOGRAPHY...........covvvnnnnnn.. 1
PROJECT BACKGROUND . ..ttt ittt ittt ittt tinnaneeeeennnnneens 3
HISTORICAL BACKGROUND . ...ttt ittt ittt ittt it eennnneees 4
INtroduction . .. ... e 4
Early medieval Ristory .. ... ...ttt ittt iiiiiiaeeeeenns 4
Commercial and Industrial Development of Higham Ferrers.................coooiiiiii ., 4
Later history of Higham Ferrers...... ..ottt iiiiiiiieeeenns 5

Chapter 2: Archaeological background and the research agenda

RESEARCH AGEND A . . i i i it it it it ittt ittt it ineeneeneennens 8
EXCAVATION STRATEGY ..ttt ittt it ittt ittt it tietat it eneneeneeneeneennens 11
NOTES ON THE TERMINOLOGY USED IN THIS REPORT .......coiiiiiiiiiiiiiii i, 11

Chapter 3: The archaeological results

INT RODU CTION . ottt ittt ittt tte et e eneeeeeeneaeseeneseseseeneaeseeneaeeesnenesesnennns 13
g 1 T3 1 4 S 13
General site CONAitionNS . ... ..ottt ittt it ieteeeeeneeeeeeneneeeeeeneneasanannns 13

STEES T ANA 2 o o oottt ettt ettt et te e e eeeaeeeseeneseseeneneseseeneonenenennnns 13
7 -0 J AP 13
7 - AN 13
7 0 SN 16
STEES 6 ANA 7 o o o oo ettt ettt ettt e ete e e eeeaeeeseensesesesneneseeeeneonsnenennnns 16
7 AP 16
SIS 9 aANA L0 . . . oo ettt it ettt et tete e eeeaeeeeneneseseeneneseseeaeaneeenennnns 16

PHASE 1 MID 5TH CENTURY TO MID-LATE 6TH CENTURY) .. ..cititiiiiiiieiniieneenennnn 16

o 0t AP 16
L 5 0 72 % APt 16
SEB T256 v ettt ittt ettt et ettt ettt et e ettt e 17
SFB d263 v ettt ettt ettt ettt ettt e ettt e 20
SEB I266 .« v vetitit ettt ettt ettt eeaeeeeneaeseeneaeeesneaeseseeneneseeeeneanseenennnns 21
Other features i Site L. ...ttt ittt ittt iiiitiiiiiiiitiiieiiiianninnnnnnns 21

o 3 S AP 23
SEB 6057 v v v ettt ettt ettt ettt ettt e ettt 23
SEB 6356 v v ettt ettt e e ettt ittt e 23
Associated featUures . ...t e e e e e 24
S B 6345 ettt et ettt ittt 26
SEB 6630 . .o v ot ittt ettt ittt ettt ete et e eneaeeetaeaeeeeaeteteeettetete e 26

Sites 9 and d0 .. .ottt i it e ettt et ettt 27
S B 822 ittt ettt et ettt ittt e 27
SEB T0202 vttt et ittt ettt ete e eeeneaesesaeaeeeeneeneaeeeenenesesaenesnsnenennnns 28
SEB I2740 .« oo e ottt et ettt et et eteeeeeeneaesesneaeaesneeaesesesneaeseseeaeanseenennnns 28

iii



Death and Taxes

SEBI2800 . ..ottt ittt ettt ettt ittt ettt 30
Other Phase 1 features . .......ooouuiiiiiiiiiiitittiieettieeeieeeeiieeeeeeeeeeeeeens 30
PHASE 2 (EARLY 8TH CENTURY TO EARLY 9TH CENTURY) .....oiitiiiiiiiiiiiiiieinnnnn, 30
o (T L 31
Enclosure ditch (2658 -Site 2, 15370 — S1te 8) v v o v vt ittt it ittt iteeteeeneneneneenenenenns 31
Building 2664 . ... ... e 32
Phase 2b . ..o e e 35
Enclosure ditch. ...t 37
BUuilding 2665 . ... ..o e 40
BUuilding 2666 . ... ......uuuuu i e 40
OFREr SEFUCLUTES . vttt ittt ettt teeeeeeeeeeeeeeeenns 43
Building 7023 .. ..o v e 43
Associated fEAUTes .. ... oo u it i e i e e 44
BUilding 7237 ..o v e 47
Building 9184 . . ..o e e e e 47

i 0 T 47
Enclosure ditch (Sites 2, 4, 8) oo v v v ittt ittt ittt eeeeneneneneeseneneneenenenenns 47
Malting 0ven . ...ooovi ittt ittt 48
Associated fEAUTes . ... ..o u ittt e e e 54
PHASE 3 (MID 9TH CENTURY TO TITH CENTURY). .. ..ottt 54
South-west group (Site4) . ...vvttiiin i it ittt i s 54
Central Group (Site 4) ... ..o vuuuuuiiiiiiiiiii ittt ittt ettt eiaianeees 54
Northern group (Sites 4, 2 and 8).......uuuuuiiiiiiiiiiii i 55
Gullies and associated features ...........ooiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiieeenns 55
Building 7321 . ..o v e e 58
Building 6811 . ... ...t e e 59
Paddock cOmplex. ..........uuuuuuuuu it i, 59

SEB 15300 . ..ottt ittt ettt e 59
Ring gully 15365 . ... ovo e e 63
PHASE4 (IITHTO I13TH CENTURY) . ..ottt ittty 63
Southern settlement (Site 7) ...ttt 64
Building 9528 . ..« v v e 65
Eastern settlement (Site 8).........oiiininuniiiiiiiiiiii ittt 66
Linear features and Building 7025. . ... ...ttt ittt ittt 69
Building 7025 . . ..o v u e e 70
PHASE 5 - 14TH CENTURY TO MID 15TH CENTURY . ....uttttiiiiiiittiiiiiineeeeinnnnns 70
Pottery kilns and associated structures ............cooiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiii it 71
)T 0 (7 - ) 71
Features associated with Kiln 1 .........uuuuuiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiinnns 75
Building group 9230. ... ....vu e e e 75

Kilt 2 (ST10 8) oo v v et e ettt ettt ettt ettt eeneeneeneeneeeeeeseeneeneeneeneeneennennes 75
Associated fEAUTES .. ... oo vttt e e e e e 79
Quarry pits (STte4) ..ot i i i i e it e i 79

Pits and linear features (Sit€ 7). .. .......uuuuuuuuuiitiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiennns 79
PHASE 6 - MID 15TH CENTURY TO 20TH CENTURY . ...uuttttiiiiiitiiiiineeeennnnnns 81
Building 9548 . . ..o v e 81
Well 15155 and associated SUTFACES ... ... vviiii ittt iiiiiiiieeeeeeenns 84

S 1 84

Chapter 4: The Material Evidence

o 1 21 2 85
Introduction . ... e 85
Analytical methodology. ... 85
3V o3 o 85
Post-Roman pottery by Paul BIinklorni ..o iiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiannnns 86

(@ oo o4 VA 86
POttery OCCUTTENCE . . .o oo vttt ettt ittt ittt tieetaeeenneeanaesanaeeanaeennnns 89

iv



Contents

Fragmentation Analysis...........ooiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiinnnns
Vessel Consumption: Quantitative and Typological Discussion
Spatial distribution................ ... ... oL
Assemblage in its local and regional context.
Late medieval pottery kilns by Paul Blinkhorn
Introduction ............... ...,

Kilns..........
Pottery........
Kiln 1 pottery . ..
Kiln 2 pottery . ..

.

.

.

.

.

.

.

.

.

.

.

.

.

.

.

.

.

.

.

.

.

.

.

.

.

.

.

.

.

.

.

.

.

.

.

.

.

.

.

.

.

.

.

.

.

.

.

.

.

.

.

.

.

.

Regional Context ..............cooovvvinn.

Comparative analyses of the kiln assemblages ...................

.

.

.

.

.

.

.

.

.

.

.

.

.

.

.

.

.

.

.

.

.

.

.

.

.

R

.

.

.

.

.

.

.

.

.

.

.

.

.

.

.

.

.

.

e e e e e s s s s s

.

.

.

.

Y

METALWORK AND WORKED BONE AND WORKED ANTLER by Ian
Introduction ..ottt it i i ettt

Finds from Anglo-Saxon Phases 1-3 ......
Catalogue ............ccoiiiiiinnnn.

Finds from Medieval Phases 4-5
Catalogue ............cooiiiiiiiiiiiiinnn..
Finds from Phase 6 contexts and Unstratified Finds.
Catalogue .............coooiiiiiiiiin.
COIN by Martin Allen ..........
WORKED STONE by Fiona Roe. .
Niedermendig lava..........
Other material ..............
BUILDING MATERIAL :THE MALTING OVEN CLAY by Emzly Edwards, Edmund Simons
and Alan Hardy ...,
Dating .....ovviiiiiiiiiii i i i e
Assemblage. ...ttt i e
Methodology ......covviiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiii,
Dimensions and characteristics of the clay fragments
Fabric.....ooiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiii
Discussion of the material...............
Oven Structure and Building Techniques.
Construction.............ooovvvennnn.
Associated structures .................
Duration of the oven....................
Catalogue of illustrated fired clay fragments....
HUMAN SKELETON REMAINS by Annsofie Witkin
Summary......oooviiiiiiii ittt
Methodology .............out.
Preservation and completeness.
Skeletal inventory ............
Assessment of age .

Sex determination .
Stature estimation.
Pathology ........

Taphonomy . . ..
Results..........
Skeleton 6678 ..
Skeleton 2591 ..

Disarticulated remains

.

.

.

.

.

.

.

.

.

.

.

.

.

.

.

.

.

.

.

.

e e e

.

.

.

.

.

.

The neonate..............
ANIMAL BONE by Emma-Jayne Evans (with revisions by Lena Strid)
Introduction ....... ..o
Methodology ...
Results.....ouuuuiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiii i
Phase 1: 5th —6th century ..........cooiiiiiiiiiinnnn.

.

.

.

.

.

.

.

s e e s s e e

.

.

.

e e e e

e e e e

e e

s e s s s s e e e

s e s s s s e e e

s s s s s s s e e

.

.

.

.

.

.

.

.

.

.

.

.

.

.

I R R A A I AT AR Y

.

.

.

.

.

.

.

.

.

.

.

.

.

.

.

.

.

.

.

.

.

.

.

.

.

.

.

.

.

.

.

.

.

.

.

.

.

.

.

.

.

.

.

.

.

.

.

.

s e e e e s s s s s

.

.

.

.

.

.

.

.

.

.

DY
DY
DY
e e e
e e
DY

s e e e

e e e e e

e e e e e

e e e e e

e e e e e

s e e e

e e e e e

e e e

s e e e

e e e e

e e e e

e e e e

e e e e

e e e e

e e e e

e e e e

s e e e e

e e e e

e e e e

e e e e

s e e e e

.

.

.

.

.

.

.

.

.

.

oo

.

.

.

.

.

.

.

.

.

.

.

e oo e e e

s e s e e e

.

.

.

.

.

.

.

.

.

s e e e

e e e e e

.

.

.

.

.

.

.

.

.

.

.

.

.

.

.

.

.

.

.

.

e e e e e

e e e e e

.

.

.

.

.

.

.

.

.90
.90
. 96
.98
100
.. 100
.. 101
.. 101
.. 101
.. 107
.. 108
111
.. 112
.. 112
.. 113
.. 115
.. 125
.. 125
.. 129
.. 129
..133
..133
..133
.. 134

.. 135
.. 135
.. 135
.. 136
.. 136
.. 136
.. 136
.. 136
.. 136
.. 137
.. 137
.. 140
.. 140
.. 140
.. 140
.. 140
.. 140
.. 140
.. 141
.. 141
.. 141
.. 141
.. 141
.. 141
.. 142
.. 143
..145
..145
..145
..145
.. 145
.. 146



Death and Taxes

Phase 2: Late 7th — Early 9th Century ..........ouuuuuuuuiuueiiieeennns 148
Phase 3: Mid 9th century to T1Hh Century . ......c.ovuuuuuiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiinnns 151
Phase 4: 12th century to 14th Century ...........uuuuuuuuiuuiiiiiiiiiiiieennns 152
Phase 5: Late 14th — late 15th Century . . .........uuuuuuuuuuiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiannnns 153
Phase 6: 16th — 19th CentUrY ... vvv it iaans 154
DiSCUSSION. o oot i e i i i et i et 155
FISH REMAINS by Claire INGrem ... vvvv it itttiittttittttitttttteetteeeeeeeeeeeeeeeenns 157
MethodolOogY . vttt ittt it i ittt ittt ittt e e 157
D 157
Phase 1: 5th — 61h CENtUTY ..ot 157
Phase 2: Late 7th — early Oth centuryf .. ...ttt ittt 158
Phase 3: Mid 9th century to T1th Century . ......c.ouuuuuuuiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiinnns 158
DiSCUSSION. oot i e i i e i i e i 158
CROP ECONOMY AND OTHER PLANT REMAINS by Lisa Moffett ......coovviiiiiiiiiinn... 158
INtroduction .. ....uu e e 158
MethodolOogy .« vttt it ittt ittt ittt e 158
RESULES &ttt e 158
PRASE T oot e 158
PRASE 2 oo voe e e 162
PRASE 3 o oo e 169
PRASE A oo e 174
PRASE D oot e e 174
CONCIUSION ..ottt i it i ittt ettt et iiiieee e 177
CHARCOALS by Gill Thompson and Robert FIancis «.....oueeeeiieiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiineinnnnnnns 178
1 1T U 178
Overall charcoal assemblage. . ...... ..ottt ittt ittt inneneenn 178
Charcoal identification. . ...t 179
Methodology . ...ooooiii it i i i e e e e 179
DiSCUSSTON. « o« v vttt i ittt ettt ettt it 179
RADIOCARBON AND ARCHAEOMAGNETIC DATING RESULTS.........cccoiitiiiiiinnnn. 181
Radiocarbon dating. .........uuuuniiiiiiiii ittt ittt eeennnnaneenn 181
Archaeomagnetic dating by Paul Lintford . . oo ovvniiii it iiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiinnnns 182

Chapter 5: Discussion

INTRODUCTION . ottt ittt ittt ittt et iie ettt eiieeeneeesnsessnsennneennneens 185
EARLY SAXON SETTLEMENT (MID 5TH CENTURY TO LATE 6TH CENTURY) .............. 185
Research context .. ...t i i ittt ittt 185
Chronology of the Higham Ferrers settlement ..............ccoiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiina, 186
Extent of the settlement .......... ... i i i i it 186
Character of the settlement ............ ittt 186
Material culture of the settlement......... ..o, 187
Regional context .........uuuuiiuiiiiiiiiiiiii ittt ittt i e 188
Structural evidence of the Sunken Featured Buildings ................ooiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiae, 188
Current thinking ....... ..ot ittt iiiiiiiiitiieeeeeeeeenns 188
Structural parallels. ......... . oottt ittt ittt 191
Associated features . ... i e e i e i e i i e e 191
MIDDLE SAXON EVIDENCE (7TH-9TH CENTURY). ... ccoiiiiiiiiii ittt 191
Introduction . ... i e et et 191
Archaeological context and current research............. ... il il 192
Chronology of the evidence ...ttt 193
Extent of the complex. ... ...ttt ittt iiiiiiaaas 194
Elements of the complex . ...ttt it 194
o 194
BUildings. .. ..ottt i i i i i i e i i e 194
Purpose and longevity of the buildings.......... ...ttt iiiiiiiieiinnnnn. 198
Material culture of the complex. ... ..o i i 198

Vi



Contents

Historical context. . ...ttt ittt ittt ettt 198
Middle Saxon administration in the region of Higham Ferrers ...........ooviiiiiiiiinnnnn. 198
Politics and power in the region in the 7th and 8th centuries.................cooiiiiiinnn. 199
Political evolution of kingdomis . ..........uuuuuuuuiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiaans 199

Purpose of the compleX .. ...vuuuni ittt ittt ittt 201

Final phase of the compleX . ......oouuuuiiiiiiiiiiii ittt ittt iiinineeeeeenns 206

End of the compleX. ...ttt ittt iiiiieeetnnneeeeeennnnaneen 206
The woman in the ditch and the end of the enclosure ...................ccoiiiiiiiiiin... 206

(@03 4 T LT3 10 208

LATE SAXON SETTLEMENT ...\ tiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiititaaninnnnnns 208

INtroduction ... ..ot i i i e it et it 208

Chronology of Phase 3. ... ..uuuuniiiiitiiiiit ittt ittt etennneeeeeennnneneenn 208

Structural eVIidence . . ... ..ottt i it i it i it e 209
Building 6811 (STte 4) ... vvvuuu i e 209
Building 7321 . ..o e 209
Building 15300 (ST 8) ..o vttt ittt e i e 209

Historical context. . ..ottt ittt ittt ettt 209

Character of the settlement....... ..ottt ittt iiiiiiieeeeennnnns 211
CHIIADUTIAL. o oo oo oottt ittt ittt i teitee e eennnnneeeeennnnns 211

MEDIEVAL - 12TH TO T4ATH CENTURY ... .oiii ittt ittt 212

INtroduction .. ...t i i i i i et e 212

Nature of the settlement .........oi ittt ittt ittt iiinneneenn 212
S 7 e 212
7 7 T 212
S 1 213

Historical Context. . ...ttt ittt ittt ettt 213

LATE MEDIEVAL PERIOD (14TH AND 15TH CENTURIES) ......ciiuiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiinnnnn.. 213

Kilns and the Higham Ferrers pottery industry by Paul Blinkhorn and Alan Hardy. .............. 213
Structure of the Kilns. ... ..ottt i i i i i i i it ittt 214
Medieval pottery industry in Higham Ferrers .........ouuuuiniiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiinnnnnnnnns 216

17TH CENTURY — 20TH CENTURY . . ..ot ieeens 217

INtroduction .. ... cuun i i i i e it ettt i 217
S 1 e 217
1 217

Appendices
Appendix 1: Catalogue of Human remains ...........ooiuiiiiiiiiiiiiiitiiiiiiinneeeennnnnn. 221
Appendix 2: Charcoal assemblage: Raw data for charcoal identifications and composition
in terms of fragment size......... ... i i i i 222
Appendix 3: Archaeomagnetic data and Standard Procedures ...................... .o ool 228
Bibliography....... ..o 235
DX o e 243

vii






Figure 1.1
Figure 1.2
Figure 2.1

Figure 2.2

Figure 3.1

Figure 3.2

Figure 3.3

Figure 3.4

Figure 3.5

Figure 3.6

Figure 3.7

Figure 3.8

Figure 3.9

Figure 3.10
Figure 3.11
Figure 3.12
Figure 3.13
Figure 3.14
Figure 3.15
Figure 3.16
Figure 3.17
Figure 3.18
Figure 3.19
Figure 3.20
Figure 3.21
Figure 3.22
Figure 3.23
Figure 3.24
Figure 3.25
Figure 3.26
Figure 3.27
Figure 3.28
Figure 3.29
Figure 3.30
Figure 3.31
Figure 3.32
Figure 3.33
Figure 3.34
Figure 3.35
Figure 3.36
Figure 3.37
Figure 3.38
Figure 3.39
Figure 3.40
Figure 3.41
Figure 3.42
Figure 3.43
Figure 3.44
Figure 3.45

List of Figures

General location of Higham Ferrers, development area and sites ....................... 1
The local geology and developmentarea................... ... ... ... 2
Cropmarks and fieldwalking results in the Area of Kings Meadow Lane

(after figure 5 — Medieval Settlement Research Group Annual report 6 1991) ............ 7
The results of the archaeoeophysical survey and the location of sites . ................. 8-9
Phase plan:all Phases ................ .. ... . . 14-15
Phase la Early Saxon ............ ... .. ... 17-18
General plan of features Site 1 ........ ... ... . 19
Site ISFB 1253 .. ... 20
Site TSFB 1256 .. ...\ 21
Site ISFB 1263 ... ... 22
Site ISFB 1266 . ... ... 23
Site 4 SEB 6057 .. ... 24
Site 4 SEB 6356 ... ... 25
Site 4 SEB 6345 ... ... 26
Site 4 SEB 6630 .. ... 27
Site 9 SFB 8222 . ... 28
Site IO SFB 10212 ... 29
Site IO SFB 12740 ... ... 29
Site IO SFB 12800 ... ...\t 30
Phase 2a Middle Saxon enclosure .......... ... ... .. i 31
Phase 2 Sites 2 and 8 Enclosure 2658 and evaluation trenches ........................ 32
Phase 2a/b ENclosure SeCtionsS . . .. ..ottt e e e 33
Phase 2a Site 2 Building 2664 ......... ... ... .. 34
Phase 2b Middle Saxon enclosure extensions ....................ciiiiiiiiiia.. 35
Phase 2b Site 4 Enclosure extensionplan ............. ... ... .o o i 36
Phase 2b Site 4 Enclosure extension: ditch sections .............. ... ... ... .. ... ... 38
Phase 2b Site 8 Enclosure extension plan and section ....................... ... ..., 39
Phase 2b Site 2 Building 2665 .. ...... ... ... ... 41
Phase 2b Site 2 Building 2666 . ......... ... ... . 42
Site 2: General plan of features ............ ... . ... 43
Phase 2b Site 4 Building 7023 . ....... ... ... ... 45
Phase 2b Site 4 Building 7327 ........ ... .. ... 46
Phase 2b Site 6 Building 9184 . ....... ... ... ... 48
Phase 2c Middle Saxon enclosure, and location of maltingoven ...................... 49
Phase 2c Sites 2, 4, 6 and 8: Enclosure and contemporary buildings ................... 50
Phase 2c¢ Enclosure ditch sections .......... ... ... .. . . i 51
Phase 2c Site 5 Malting oven plan and section ................ ... ... .. ... ... 52
Phase 3 Late Saxon activity ........... ... . ... 55
Site 4 (W): General plan of features ............ .. ... .. .. i i 56
Site 4 (E): General plan of features ........... ... ... .. i i il il 57
Phase 3 Site 2 Child burial 2591 . ... ... .. .. . 57
Phase 3 Site 4 Building 7321 ........ ... ... .. . 58
Phase 3 Site 4 Building 6811 ........ ... ... ... 60
Phase 3 Site 4 Paddock complex 7320 and Building 6811 ............................. 61
Phase 3 Site 8 Building 15300 and associated features ................................ 62
Phase 3 Site 8 Structure 15365 and associated features ............................ ... 64
Phase 4 Medieval activity ........... .. ... ... . 65
Site 7: General plan of features ............ ... ... 66
Phase 4 Site 7 Building 9528 .. ... ... ... ... 67

ix



Death and Taxes

Figure 3.46  Phase 4 Site 8 Buildings and associated features ............... ... ... ... ... ... ... 68
Figure 3.47  Phase 5 Late medieval activity ............. .. . . . i 71
Figure 348 Phase5Site 6 Kiln 1 plan ........ .. 72
Figure 349 Phase5Site 6 Kiln 1section .......... ... i i i 73
Figure 3.50  Phase 5 Site 6 Kiln 1 associated building 9230 ......... ... ... ... .. ... ... ... ... 76
Figure 3.51  Site 6: General plan of features ........... ... ... ... .. i 77
Figure 3.52 Phase5Site 8 Kiln 2 ... ... .. 77
Figure 3.53 Phase5and 6Site 8 Features .......... ... ... .. .. . 80
Figure 3.54  Phase 6 post-medieval ........ ... ... .. . 82
Figure 3.55 Phase5and 6Site 7 Features .......... ... ... . . . . 83
Figure 4.1 Early Saxon pottery ...... ... ... 88
Figure 4.2 Rim diameter distribution, early/middle Saxon hand-builtjars ....................... 92
Figure 4.3 Rim diameter distribution, early/middle Saxon hand-builtbowls ..................... 92
Figure 4.4 Middle Saxon pottery ....... ... 93
Figure 4.5 Late Saxon pottery . ........ o 95
Figure 4.6 Pancheonrim forms ...... ... . . . 102
Figure 4.7 Bowl rim diameter occurrence, Kiln 1, by EVE ... oo oo oo 102
Figure 4.8 Jarrim fOrms . ... 103
Figure 4.9 Jar rim diameter occurrence, Kiln 1, by EVE .. ...... ... ... ... ... .. il 103
Figure 410 Jugrimforms ...... ... ... .. 105
Figure 4.11  Jug/cistern rim diameter occurrence, Kiln 1, by EVE ........ ... ... ... ... ... ... .. 105
Figure 4.12  Handle cross-sections ................ .. . . . . . . . i 106
Figure 4.13  Base diameter occurrence, by number of examples ................ ... ... ... ... ... 106
Figure 4.14  Bowl Rim diameter occurence, Kiln2by EVE ....... ... ... ... .. ... ... ... ... 107
Figure 4.15  Jug/Cistern rim diameter occurrence by EVE ......... ... ... ... .. ... o oL 108
Figure 4.16 ~ Small Finds — Anglo-Saxon tools .............. ... i 118
Figure 4.17  Small Finds — Anglo-Saxon transport objects .................. ... ... ... ... ... .. ... 118
Figure 4.18  Small Finds — Anglo-Saxon household objects ................ ... ... ... ... ... ..... 118
Figure 4.19  Small Finds — Anglo-Saxon personal objects ............ ... ... ... ... ... ... ... 120
Figure 420  Small Finds — Anglo-Saxon structural objects .............. ... ... ... ... ... ... 122
Figure 421  Small Finds — Anglo-Saxon miscellaneous objects .................................. 123
Figure 422  Small Finds —Medieval tools .......... ... ... .. .. . . . i 126
Figure 423  Small Finds — Medieval personal objects ............ ... ... ... ... ... ... ... .. ... 126
Figure 424  Small Finds — Medieval objects of uncertain function ............................... 128
Figure 425  Small Finds — Unstratified tools . ......... .. ... ... . o .. 128
Figure 426  Small Finds — Unstratified weights ......... ... ... .. .. . . .. . . . o L 129
Figure 4.27  Small Finds — Late medieval and post-medieval personal objects ..................... 131
Figure 428  Small Finds — Unstratified miscellaneous objects ............... ... ... ... ... ... ... 132
Figure 429  Worked stone — Whetstones ............ ... ... ... .. . .. . il 134
Figure 430  Animal bone occurrence by speciesand phase ................. ... ... ... .. L 156
Figure 4.31  Site 6: Sketch plan of Kiln 1 showing the locations of the archaeomagnetic samples . ... 182
Figure 5.1 The Raunds survey: extent of Early, Middle and Late Saxon settlement

(after Parry 2007) . ... ...t 188
Figure 5.2 Middle Saxon sites in the region mentioned inthetext .............................. 192
Figure 5.3 The suggested chronology of the estate centre and associated artefactual and

scientific dating ranges .............. ... 193
Figure 5.4 The geopolitical landscape of England in the 8th century ........................... 200
Figure 5.5 Comparison of the enclosure complexes at Higham Ferrers (8th century), and

Yeavering (7th century) ........ ... ... 202
Figure 5.6 Extent of the medieval parish of Higham Ferrers ............ ... ... ... ... ... .. 210
Figure 5.7 Site 6 with the 1965 excavation plan superimposed ................ ... ... ... ... 216
Figure Appendix 2.1 Charcoal assemblage: Pie charts showing sample composition by weight in terms of

fragment size: a) Context 6344, Pit 6343, Sample composition by weight in terms of fragment

size: a) Context 6344, Pit 6343, Sample <102>; b) Context 6979, Pit 7023, Sample <117>;

c) Context 4015, Malting oven 4010, Sample <5>; d) Context 15428, Burnt lens 15190,

Sample <810>; e) Context 7236, Pit 7235, Sample <120>; f) Context 9212 (layer), Floor 9008,

Sample <503>; g) Context 9099 (layer), Feature 9200, Sample <508> ....................... 227



Plate 1.1

Plate 1.2
Plate 1.3
Plate 2.1
Plate 3.1
Plate 3.2
Plate 3.3
Plate 3.4
Plate 3.5
Plate 3.6
Plate 3.7
Plate 3.8
Plate 3.9
Plate 3.10
Plate 3.11
Plate 3.12
Plate 4.1
Plate 4.2
Plate 4.3
Plate 4.4
Plate 4.5
Plate 4.6

Plate 5.1
Plate 5.2
Plate 5.3
Plate 5.4
Plate 5.5
Plate 5.6
Plate 5.7
Plate 5.8

List of Plates

The development area prior to the fieldwork, looking west across the River Nene

to Irthlingborough ....... ... .. . . . 3
Norden’s map of Higham Ferrers 1591 ............. ... .. ... ... ... ... 5
Detail from the 1737 estate map of the Kings Meadow Lanearea ........................ 6
Aerial photograph showing cropmark of the Saxon enclosure .......................... 10
SFB 1263 Site 1 ...\ 22
SFBs 6057 & 6356 Site 4 ... ... . ... 25
Building 7023 postholes under excavation ................ ... ... .. .. 40
The set of bone needles in the enclosure ditch Phase2b ............................... 44
The malting oven and detail of flue Phase 2c .................. ... ... ... ... ... 51
Skeleton 6678 in the enclosure ditch backfill Phase 2¢ ................ ... ... ... ... .. 53
Late Saxon SEB Site 8Phase 3 . ...... ... 63
Structural remains Site 8 Phase 4 ......... ... . . 67
Kiln 1 on Site 6 after full excavation, and detail of finger marks on chamber wall ......... 78
Archaeomagnetic sampling in progresson Kiln 1 ..................................... 74
Kiln2onSite 8 ... 81
Ovenbase Site 7 Phase 5 . ... 74
Small finds — No. 46, interlace decorated sheet .......... .. .. ... .. .. .. .. ... ..., 120
Silver penny of the St Edmund Memorial coinage, later phase (c. 905-917/18) ........... 133
Malting oven fired clay .......... .. ... .. 138
Malting oven fired clay .......... .. ... .. 139
Skeleton 6678 in situ and detail of toothmarks on the lumbar vertebrae ................. 142
Kiln 1 during archaeomagnetic sampling, viewed from the west. The quadrant

containing samples 01-11(see Figure 4.31) is visible in the centre of the picture .......... 183
Conjectural early Saxon SFB reconstruction .................... ... . ... ... ... 190
Reconstruction of the maltingoven ........... ... ... ... ... .. ... .. 204
Reconstruction of the enclosure complex in the mid 8th century ...................... 204
Reconstruction — the enclosure complex in the landscape ............................. 205
Child burial . ... 211
Reconstruction of the medieval pottery kiln .............. ... . ... ... ... ... 214
Detail of 1737 estate map and with superimposed site outlines ........................ 218
Aerial view of development area after the Saxon and medieval excavations, looking
NOTtR-WeSt . ... 219

X1






Table 4.1

Table 4.2
Table 4.3
Table 4.4

Table 4.5

Table 4.6

Table 4.7

Table4.8

Table 4.9

Table 4.10
Table 4.11
Table 4.12
Table 4.13
Table 4.14
Table 4.15
Table 4.16
Table 4.17
Table 4.18
Table 4.19
Table 4.20
Table 4.21

Table 4.22
Table 4.23
Table 4.24
Table 4.25
Table 4.26
Table 4.27
Table 4.28
Table 4.29
Table 4.30
Table 4.31
Table 4.32
Table 4.33
Table 4.34
Table 4.35
Table 4.36
Table 4.37
Table 4.38
Table 4.39
Table 4.40
Table 4.41
Table 4.42

List of Tables

RSP Phases and Major Defining Wares for the Post-Roman Ceramics of

Northamptonshire c. 450-1100 . ... ... ... 89
RSP Phases and Major Defining Wares for the Medieval Ceramics of Northamptonshire . . . 89
Pottery occurrence per ceramic phase, all post-Roman fabrics .......................... 89
Pottery Occurrence per middle and late Saxon ceramic phase by weight (in g), major

wares only, expressed as a percentage of total weight per phase ........................ 90
Pottery Occurrence per early medieval ceramic phases by weight (in g), major wares

only, expressed as a percentage of total weight perphase .............................. 90
Pottery Occurrence per late medieval ceramic phases by weight (in g), major wares

only, expressed as a percentage of total weight perphase .............................. 90
Mean sherd weight per middle and late Saxon ceramic phase by weight (in g), major

Wares ONLY . ... 91
Mean sherd weight per earlier medieval ceramic phases by weight (in g), major wares

Ny 91
Vessel occurrence by EVE per type per ceramic phase, expressed as a percentage of the

total vessels per phase ........ ... .. 91
LMR Pottery occurrence, Bowl rims, Kiln 1, by type, in EVE .......................... 101
LMR Pottery occurrence, Jar rims, Kiln 1, by type, in EVE ............................ 104
LMR Pottery occurrence, Jug/Cistern rims, Kiln 1, by type, in EVE .................... 104
LMR Jug/Cistern handle occurrence, Kiln 1, no. of examples . ......................... 104
LMR Bunghole Occurrence by orifice diameter, Kiln 1, no. of examples . ................ 106
LMR Pottery occurrence, Bowl rims, Kiln 2, by type, in EVE .......................... 107
LMR Pottery occurrence, Jar rims, Kiln 2, by type, InEVE ............................ 108
LMR Pottery occurrence, Jug/Cistern rims, Kiln 2, by type, in EVE .................... 108
Summary Quantification of metal finds by Phase and Function ........................ 112
Function Codes used in Tables and Finds database . ........................ ... ... ... 113
SFB (Phase 1) contexts: Summary Quantification by Context and Function .............. 114
Site 10: Finds from SFB (Phase 1) contexts: Summary Quantification by Context

and Function . ... 114
Anglo-Saxon contexts (Phases 2 & 3): Summary Quantification by Context and Function . 116
Anglo-Saxon Contexts (Phases 1-3): Summary of nails . ............................... 121
Anglo-Saxon contexts (Phases 1-3): Summary of miscellaneous pieces ................. 122
Medieval contexts (Phases 4 & 5): Summary Quantification by Context and Function . .. 124-5
Medieval Contexts: Horseshoenails ............ ... ... .. i, 126
Medieval contexts: miscellaneous objects ............. ... .. oo 127
Catalogue of Worked Stone by Phaseand Site ....................................... 135
Summary of the disarticulated human remains ..................... ... .. .. ... ... 143
Total number of hand collected and sieved animalbones ............................. 145
Domestic animals identified by species and phase ................... ... ... .. . 146
Wild animals identified by species and phase .................. ... ... ... ool 146
Birds identified by species and phase ........... ... ... .. i 147
Distribution of identifiable animal bones from phase 1 ............................... 147
Distribution of animal bone from phase2b ............... ... ... . oo o 149
Distribution of animal bone from phase2c ............ ... ... .. o oo 150
Distribution of animals bones from phase 3 ............... ... ... . o oo 151
Distribution of animal bones from phase 4 ................ ... ... oo oo 152
Distribution of animal bone from phase 5 .............. ... ... ... oo oo 154
Distribution of animal bone from phase 6 ............. ... ... ... o o i 155
Fish and other remains: Species representation according to phase (NISP) .............. 158
Charred plant remains: Phase 1 ......... ... ... i i 160-1

xiii



Death and Taxes

Table 443 Charred plant remains Phase 2 .......... ... .. ... ... . . i il il 164-7
Table 444 Charred plant remains Phase 2c maltingoven ............ ... ... ... .. ... .. ... 168
Table 445 Charred plant remains Phases 3 & 4 ........... ... ... .. . L. 170-3
Table 446 Charred plant remains Phase 5 .......... ... ... .. . . . . i il 176-7
Table 4.47 Catalogue of charcoal samples .............. ... 179
Table 448 Weight data for charcoals .......... ... ... 180
Table 449 Charcoal: Sample diversity: cumulative sub-sampling data ........................ ... 180
Table 4.50 Charcoal: Taxonomic composition of the assemblages ............................. ... 180
Table 5.1  Dimensions of Sunken Featured Buildings ............... ... ... ... . ... ... ... 189
Table 5.2 Comparison of 5th — 7th century SFB dimensions (after Tipper 2004, Table 21) . .......... 191
Table 5.3  Dimensions of Phase 2 post-built buildings ............. .. .. ... ... ... .. ... 195
Table 54  Radiocarbon dates associated with the end of the Middle Saxon complex Phase 2¢c .. ... .. 207
Table Appendix 3.1 NRM measurements of samples and measurements after partial AF

demagnetisation for feature HF. ] = magnitude of magnetisation vector; AF = peak

alternating field strength of demagnetising field; R = sample rejected from mean

calculation ... ... ... 228
Table Appendix 3.2 Incremental partial demagnetisation measurements for samples HF03, HF14

and HE25 ..o 228
Table Appendix 3.3 Assessment of the range of demagnetisation values over which each sample

attained its maximum directional stability for feature HF, using the method of Tarling

and Symons (1967). The declination and inclination values quoted are for the mean

TRM direction for the sample calculated for all demagnetisation measurements in its

range of maximum stability. ........... ... . 229

Xiv



Summary

Between 1993 and 2003, Oxford Archaeology
(formerly Oxford Archaeological Unit) undertook a
major programme of survey and excavation on the
northern outskirts of the town of Higham Ferrers,
Northamptonshire, uncovering extensive remains
dating from the Middle Bronze Age to the late
medieval period. This volume deals with the Anglo-
Saxon and medieval remains.

Post-Roman occupation began as early as the mid
to late 5th century, with scatter of Sunken Featured
Buildings and a few associated pits. No obvious
evidence was found to indicate any continuity
between the late Roman and early Saxon occupation.

A possible brief interval in the 7th century was
followed by the establishment of a large 8th-century
complex of enclosures and buildings, along with
other structures including a large malting oven. It is
argued that this represents the infrastructure of a
purpose-built tribute centre for a royal estate, a type
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of site not hitherto recognised in England. While the
quantity of material evidence of this period is
modest, the character of it indicates that a wide
variety of produce came into complex and was then
redistributed rather than consumed on site.
Evidence of other functions of the complex were
revealed in the form of human remains - inter-
preted as execution victims, found in parts of the
enclosure ditches.

At around the end of the 8th century the evidence
suggests that the complex was abruptly and
completely destroyed and the landscape cleared.
The chronology as determined by the material
evidence was augmented by a programme of radio-
carbon and archaeomagnetic dating.

Starting in the 9th century, occupation resumed
in the area, in the form of a scatter of farmsteads.
Evidence was also found of a substantial pottery
industry producing Late medieval Reduced Ware.
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