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Preface

Irving Finkel and St John Simpson

Julian Edgeworth Reade is a rare scholar among scholars and a rare curator among curators, for whom the very idea 
of a Festschrift as tribute from close colleagues seems the most natural thing in the world. The length and breadth 
of his published output is clear at a glance from the bibliography that we have included below, which illustrates 
the extraordinary nature of what he has committed to paper before and during his years as the British Museum’s 
indispensable curator for Mesopotamia, and ever since. Julian has always had the benefit of a first-class intellectual 
brain characterised by a neat and tidy memory, supported by effortless recall of detail. These qualities are coupled 
with an undying curiosity for investigation and the working out of answers. This set of characteristics has led to an 
astonishing contribution: ideas, scrupulously supported, with implications, corrections and new understandings 
delivered with a lucid and convincing clarity. Anything Julian has ever written has always been, and will always be, 
worth reading and rereading.

Julian’s years in the Museum in what was known on his arrival in 1975 as the Department of Western Asiatic 
Antiquities – later styled that of the Ancient Near East and now the Middle East – proved to make the best use of his 
many strengths. His work on old collections, unattended or overlooked items, and deep research in the archives, 
are a monument in themselves and have often brought lasting order where it never reigned before. Specifically his 
achievements include a complete volume of object registration, hand written and illustrated, the Early and Later 
Mesopotamia galleries and long-term management of the Art and Empire travelling exhibition. At the same time his 
understanding of literally millennia of archaeological material and how each individual item should be approached 
and explained has been spellbinding to staff and public alike. His publications are not only extensive and broad-
based, but often embody different disciplines; he is equally at home in very detailed collection scholarship, the deep 
understanding of all things Assyrian, Near Eastern landscape and geography, chronology, art, interconnections with 
Dilmun, Magan and Meluhha, south-east Arabia, carnelian beads, and the history of Mesopotamia in general. His 
archaeological work has encompassed sites in northern Iraq (Nimrud, Tell al-Rimah and Tell Taya), Oman (Ras al-
Hadd) and Sudan (Dangeil). It is also characteristic of Julian to recognise the potential of whole new fields, whether 
it is the importance of the Akkadian period in northern Iraq, coastal Oman or the Indian Ocean in antiquity.

The coverage and arrangement of the contributions invited for this volume reflect this breadth clearly, and all 
participants have worked with Julian, corresponded with him or admired his work. More than one editor has 
remarked to us that any article submitted by Dr Reade as a finished work had no need of the editor’s pen. Everyday 
discussion on an object brought in, rediscovered in the reserve collection, or requiring assessment for loan or 
exhibition, was always full of new ideas and excitement. 

Julian has always been proud of the title of Professor that was awarded him during a teaching stint at Copenhagen. 
Few fellow workers in the fields represented in this volume can have had greater entitlement to the honour.
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