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Summary

The Oxford Archacological Unit carried out excavations at the Roman “small town” of Asthall, in advance of the
construction of a Thames Water pipeline. The excavation located the axial Roman road through the settlement
(Akeman Street) and a complex sequence of timber and stone structures with their short axes fronting onto Akeman
Street. All of the structures were only partially revealed, and only the latest examples were examined outside of the
pipe trench. The buildings were aligned in part on Akeman Street and also on a side street, and ranged in date from
the mid 1st century AD through to the 4th century. Closer to the settlement margin an ironworking area and a later
enclosure containing a small late Roman cemetery were examined. The features and associated artefacts provide us
with the first opportunity to characterise the settlement, its development and economy.

Acknowledgements

The entire project was funded by Thames Water. The cooperation of their engineers, including Neil Parker and Mike
Crook, is acknowledged, as in particular is the help and encouragement given by their staff archaeologist, Mike
Hall, whose role was crucial in ensuring the success of the excavation phase of the project. The post-excavation
work was expedited by Tony Dearsley. The contractors, Docwra Ltd, were as cooperative as it was possible for them
to be in what were (not least because of appalling weather) very trying circumstances both for pipelayers and
archaeologists. The forbearance of their foreman Spike Thornhill is gratefully acknowledged. The Oxford
Archaeological Unit senior site supervisor was Alan Hardy, who was assisted by (inter alia) John Dalton and Mark
Hinman. Much of the stratigraphic analysis during the post-excavation programme was carried out with the assistance
of Jonathan Hiller. Thanks are also owed to all the specialist contributors, and Joanna Mills wishes to acknowledge
Brenda Dickinson’s advice in connection with her samian pottery report. The illustrations were produced by Paul
Hughes, Lesley Collett, Karen Nichols and Sam Whitby of the Oxford Archaeological Unit Graphics Office. The
Royal Commission on Historic Monuments (England) are acknowledged for allowing use to be made of their aerial
photographic plot of the Asthall camp and for permission to reproduce the photograph of the settlement (P1. 1.1).
Bob Wilkins, of the Institute of Archaeology, Oxford, photographed the intaglio (PI. 4.2), and Dr Brian Gilmour, of
the Royal Armouries, provided the radiograph of the iron billet (P1. 4.1).




