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Foreword

Aegean Egyptology (AE): the cradle of Egyptological knowledge and research in Greek academia

By a fortunate circumstance the current proceedings of the Current Research in Egyptology 2021 
international conference, which was organised by the Aegean Egyptology (AE) research team under the 
aegis of the Department of Mediterranean Studies (DMS) of the University of the Aegean in May 2021, 
coincide with the 20th anniversary of the formal establishment of Egyptology in Greece. It was back in 
2002 and the bright vision of the members of the DMS Temporary Academic Committee, predominantly 
among them Professor Ioannis Seimenis (Head of DMS, 2001-2003) and Professor Socrates Katsikas (Vice 
Rector of the University of the Aegean, 2000-2003), that inaugurated Egyptology as an academic 
discipline in Greek academia. Upon my election as Lecturer in Egyptology in 2003, AE was officially 
formed and established the credentials for the rapid development of Egyptology along the lines of 
pioneering research and innovative teaching within the fruitful environment of DMS, an ‘area-studies’ 
Department which focuses diachronically on the south-eastern Mediterranean region. 

AE comprises of postgraduate, doctorate/postdoctorate researchers and external collaborators under 
various research and funding schemes and aims at the promotion of Egyptology in Greece through the 
elaboration and implementation of pioneered international and interdisciplinary research projects, the 
organisation of scientific colloquia, conferences and specialised workshops, the development of 
specialised Egyptological courses on undergraduate and postgraduate levels, e-learning programmes 
and summer schools.1 More recently, AE was implemented by the first postgraduate programme 
(Master of Arts) in Eastern Mediterranean Archaeology (2014 onwards) and the Laboratory for the 
Ancient World of the Eastern Mediterranean (2015 onwards).2.

The current research projects of the AE are developed along four main axes: 

• The cultural appropriation of certain ideas/symbols and the mobilisation of Egyptian motifs 
and personae in Greece with the multidimensional Aegyptiaca material from the archaic 
sanctuaries in the Aegean and mainland Greece as the main area of research (Aegyptiaca 
Project, in collaboration with Bonn University and the Ephorate of Antiquities of Dodecanese);3

• The AEgySca Project: the multiple implications of Egyptian and Egyptianizing scarabs in the 
Aegean, 8th-6th century BC (MIS 50049415).4 Since scarabs are the largest category of 

1 For more information on the past and current AE research activities, see ‹http://aegeanegyptolgy.gr›.
2 See ‹http://ema.aegean.gr› and ‹https://dms.aegean.gr/en/laboratories/laboratory-of-the-ancient-world-of-
eastern-mediterranean/›.
3 Recent project outcomes include Apostola . and P. Kousoulis 2019a. Exotic offerings in the archaic Rhodian 
sanctuaries: a critical synthesis of the Egyptian and Egyptianizing votives. Athens University Review in Archaeology 2 
(2019): 103-116; Apostola, E and P. Kousoulis 2019b. Aegyptiaca in archaic Greece: Preliminary remarks on scarabs 
and scaraboids from the Sanctuary of Ialysus (Rhodes). Göttinger Miszellen 258: 9-20; Barcat, D. and P. Kousoulis
2019. Les vases et figurines en faïence entre Rhodes et le Delta: contexte artistique et usages funéraires. Revue 
Archéologique 2.68: 321-39; For more information, see ‹http://aegyptiaca.gr› and ‹http://aegeanegyptology.gr/the-
aegyptiaca-project-ecumene-and-economy-in-the-horizon-of-religion/›.  
4 Apostola, E., P. Kousoulis and Ch. Papadaki 2021. Egyptian and Egyptianizing scarabs in the Aegean (8th-6th BC): 
The Sanctuary of Hera Akraia-Limenia at Perachora as a case study. Chronache di Archaelogia 40: 61-102. This 
research is co-financed by Greece and the European Union (European Social Fund- ESF) through the Operational 
Programme ‘Human Resources Development, Education and Lifelong Learning 2014-2020’ in the context of the 
project ‘Aegyptiaca as indicators of religious and cultural interaction in the Southeastern Mediterranean: The 
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Aegyptiaca in the Aegean, they can be used as a very representative sample for a thorough 
interpretation of the complete corpus, promoting future research in this field. Previous 
scholarship, based only on typology, states that a special category of scarabs, known in the 
bibliography as ‘Lindos-Perachora’ or ‘Rhodes-Perachora’ may also have been manufactured on 
the same island – from the latter half of the eighth century BC to the first quarter of the seventh 
century BC. The existence of many series of almost identical pieces is a crucial element 
requiring further investigation since it could indicate the existence of a workshop there or 
nearby. The project reinvestigates the typology and archaeological context of scarabs from 
Perachora, Heraion of Argos, Ialysos and Lindos.

• The publication of the funerary material from the Egyptian collection in the National 
Archaeological Museum with the 21st Dynasty coffins as the focal point of research (in 
collaboration with the National Archaeological Museum, Athens)

• The semantics of the anti-god perception in the Egyptian belief system with the Apophian 
ontology, polymorphism, naming and their magico-ritual accentuation as the principal areas of 
research (part of the international and interdisciplinary Ancient Egyptian Demonology Project, 
University of California at Berkeley and Swansea University).5

• MAGIAM - Magical Interactivity in the Ancient Mediterranean: phenomenology, semantics, 
empiricism. Elements and aspects of magical interactivity and praxis in the ancient 
Mediterranean with a special focus on the designating criteria, problems of 
definition/perception and development along the lines of the ‘official’ cults, as well as 
phenomenological modes of familiarity and symbolism.6

Ongoing and recently completed doctorate research7 is characterised by an exceptionally high standard 
of originality and focus on a variety of often unexplored fields in Egyptology, archaeology and the 
ancient world of the eastern Mediterranean, such as the iconographic semantics of the human body in 
Egyptian art,8 the Aegyptiaca material from Archaic Greece,9 the Egyptian diplomatic system and 
foreign relations with the Near Eastern kingdoms of the Late Bronze Age,10 new approaches to the 
Egyptian and Aegean ritual gestures of the Bronze Age,11 aspects of the foreign deities into the Egyptian 

multiple implications of Egyptian and Egyptianizing scarabs in the Aegean (8th-6th century BC)’ (MIS 50049415). 
For more information, see ‹http://aegeanegyptology.gr/aegysca-project/›. 
5 P. Kousoulis forthcoming. Apep and the Anti-god Perception in the Egyptian Belief System (Hans-Bonnet Studien zur 
Ägyptischen Religion) Berlin: Eb-Verlag. For more information, see ‹http://aegeanegyptology.gr/ancient-
egyptian-daemonology-project/›.
6 Papadaki, C. 2022. Elements and Aspects of Magic in Minoan Civilization, post-doctoral research, University of the 
Aegean (in Greek); Kousoulis, P. forthcoming. Language and performativity of the ancient Egyptian magical 
discourse., in a Festschrift.
7 See ‹http://aegeanegyptology.gr/phd-research/›
8 Antonatos, P. 2012, Interpretation of Pharaonic Egyptian Figures: Contributing to the study of human attitudes and 
movements. Unpublished Ph.D. dissertation, University of the Aegean, Rhodes (in Greek). 
9 Apostola, E. 2015, Interaction of Ideas, Symbols and Cultures in the Southeastern Mediterranean from the 8th-6th c. BC: 
Hybrid and theriomorphic entities of Egyptian origin in the Aegean world. Unpublished Ph.D. dissertation, University of 
the Aegean, Rhodes (in Greek).  
10 Kontopoulos, G. 2021. The Egyptian diplomatic system in the LBA beyond the terms of ‘brotherhood’ and 
‘equality’: The Egyptian ‘abandonment’ of power and aspects of Pharaonic identity and Kingship. Unpublished 
PhD dissertation, University of the Aegean, Rhodes. 
11 Kekes, C. 2021a. Speaking Bodies: An Approach to the Egyptian and Aegean Ritual Gestures of the Bronze Age. Unpublished 
PhD dissertation, University of the Aegean, Rhodes (in Greek); Kekes, C. 2021b. Speaking Bodies: An Approach to 
the Egyptian and Aegean Ritual Gestures of the Bronze Age (Preliminary Remarks), in M. Arranz Cárcamo, R. 
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pantheon,12 ritual sacrificial landscapes and politics in the prehistoric Aegean (M. Lambrakis, in 
progress), Egypt and the Eastern Mediterranean, the new solar theology in Egypt and the eastern 
Mediterranean during the Late Bronze Age and its survival during the transitional and early historical 
times (D. Garoufalis, in progress), study of the Fayum portraits of the National Archaeological Museum 
and the Benaki Museum (M. Katsigianni, in progress), and the development of a quite innovative and 
interactive Ancient Egyptian Learning Tool (AELT; D. Georgiou, in progress).13

AE is a modern research and educational body, which serves and promotes Egyptology in Greece, re-
enhances the research profile of the DMS and places University of the Aegean in a predominant position 
within the vast and rich Egyptological community and tradition worldwide.

Panagiotis Kousoulis

Professor of Egyptology
Director & founder, Aegean Egyptology & The Laboratory 

for the Ancient World of the Eastern Mediterranean   
Department of Mediterranean Studies

University of the Aegean

Sánchez Casado, A. Planelles Orozco, S. Alarcón Robledo, J. Ortiz García and P. Mora Riudavets (eds) Current 
Research in Egyptology 2019. Proceedings of the Twentieth Annual Symposium, University of Alcalá, 17-21 June 2019:  1-11. 
Oxford: Archaeopress; Kekes, C. 2018. Deities or Mortals? Reassessing the Aegean ‘Outstretched Arm Holding Staff’ 
Gesture’. Creta Antica 19: 155-72.
12 Kalaitzaki, . 2022. The introduction of foreign deities in Egypt during the Late Bronze Age. Unpublished PhD 
dissertation, University of the Aegean, Rhodes. 
13 See ‹http://hieroglyphs.gr›
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Introduction

The Twenty- first international, postgraduate conference Current Research in Egyptology (CRE) was held
online by the Department of Mediterranean Studies (DMS) of the University of the Aegean (Rhodes, 
Greece), from 9th to 16th May 2021. Although the Covid-19 crisis prevented the organisation of a live
event, the first ever CRE virtual conference had two significant advantages. First, it gave the 
opportunity to participants to attend every presentation of the conference. Second, many people from 
all over the world, students, researchers, people who just have an interest in ancient Egypt without 
being specialists, had the chance to attend such a prestigious and globally recognised Egyptological 
conference. All these people who, in normal circumstances, would not have been able to travel to Greece 
to be physically present during the meeting. 

Egyptology was established as a separate discipline almost twenty years ago in Greek academia and 
Aegean Egyptology Research Team (AE) was founded at the same time. A significant number of 
conferences and symposiums about Egyptology have been held since then in the University of the 
Aegean. Organising the 21st annual CRE, especially under so difficult circumstances, was both a 
challenge and a chance to bring together young and prominent scholars and researchers from all over 
the world, as well as to promote Egyptological and Papyrological research conducted by young scholars
in the University of the Aegean and other Greek Universities. 

The heart of every conference is its speakers. We would like to thank all the presenters who shared with 
us fresh knowledge from ongoing research on different topics of Egyptology and congratulate them on 
their research. For eight days we had the opportunity to attend 72 lectures and 18 poster presentations 
of the highest scientific quality, covering many aspects of the ancient Egyptian civilisation, from 
Predynastic times to the Byzantine period, and its interaction with other cultures of the ancient 
Mediterranean world. The presentations focused on ancient Egyptian architecture, various aspects of 
the ancient Egyptian religion, archaeology and the study of the archaeological material, language and 
texts, ancient Egyptian officials, kings, and priests, social stratification and matters of ancient Egyptian 
economy, ancient Egyptian interconnections, ancient Egyptian iconography and symbols, the human 
body and nature in ancient Egyptian perception, magic and medicine, the evolution of modern 
Egyptology and the implementation of new methods on field archaeology, Egyptology and the study of 
hieroglyphs and artefacts. 

Special thanks are due to our colleagues – most of them conference participants - who chaired the 
sessions: José Manuel Alba Gómez, Clémentine Audouit, Martina Bardoňová, Marwa Bdr El Din, Mariano
Bonanno, Linda Chapon, Wojciech Ejsmond, Ronaldo Gurgel Pereira, Taichi Kuronuma, Dimitra Makri, 
Uroš Matić, Vincent Oeters, Marie Peterková Hlouchová, Gyula Priskin, Mohamed Raafat Abbas, Hany
Rashwan, Dimitrios Roumpekas, Raúl Sánchez Casado, Valeria Tappeti, Eleni Tsatsou and Justin Yoo.

We are particularly grateful to all the prominent scholars from Greece and abroad who kindly accepted 
our invitation to participate as keynote speakers in this conference : Prof. Joachim Friedrich Quack, Prof. 
Diamantis Panagiotopoulos, Prof. Panagiota Sarischouli, Asst. Prof. Myrto Malouta, Prof. Panagiotis 
Kousoulis, Prof. Ludwig Morenz, Prof. Panagiotis Pachis, Dr. Virginia Webb and Prof. Olaf Kaper. We are 
sure that all conference participants gained new insights from their expertise on various debate issues
and valuable feedback from conversations with them.

Introduction
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This year's conference would not have been possible without the support of the University of the 
Aegean and the assistance of many individuals. We are very grateful to Prof. Panagiotis Kousoulis, 
Director of the Laboratory of the Ancient World of the Eastern Mediterranean and founder of the 
Aegean Egyptology Research Group, for his valuable assistance and continuous support throughout the 
organisation of this event and the editing of the volume. Many thanks should be given to the Rector of 
the University of the Aegean, Prof. Chrissi Vitsilaki, and the Vice Rector, Prof. Eleni Theodoropoulou, 
to the Dean of the Faculty of Humanities, Prof. Ioannis Seimenis, and to the Head of DMS, Prof. Aikaterini 
Frantzi, for making this Conference possible. Our special thanks go to Dr. Mina Vafiadou and Mr. 
Panagiotis Agouras for their technical support. 

Last but not least, we would like to acknowledge the valuable assistance of the following individuals: 
the members of Aegean Egyptology Research Group, Dimitris Garoufalis, Grigorios Kontopoulos and 
Christina Papadaki; especially the members Dimitris Georgiou, Maria Antigoni Katsigianni, Emmanouil 
Lambrakis, Eirini Skaroglou and Katerina Sofianou for their significant contribution to the presentation 
of the sessions; Michalis Papantoniou for permission to use his photographs from Rhodes and Anastasia 
Michail for the beautiful logos/banners of the conference. We are truly thankful to Justin Yoo for his 
valuable advice about the organisation and his help in promoting the conference through the social 
media.

We are particularly grateful to Anna Kalaitzaki, co-head of CRE 2021 Organising Committee, for her vital 
contribution to the successful organisation of the conference, the peer review and the preparations for
the editing of the volume. Special thanks go to Eirini Skaroglou for her help in the editing of the papers.  

For the selection of the final papers we used an anonymous peer review system. Our sincere thanks go 
to our expert anonymous reviewers for their prompt and kind response to our call and their valuable 
comments on the first drafts of the papers. 

The present volume includes fifteen Egyptological and Papyrological studies by young scholars, which 
investigate a great variety of topics, i.e. social, and religious aspects of life in ancient Egypt, ritual and 
magic, language and literature, ideology of death, demonology, iconographical issues and intercultural 
relations, from the Prehistoric to the Coptic period. The wide chronological and thematic range of the 
papers is representative of the multifaceted, interdisciplinary, and innovative character of modern 
Egyptology.

We would like to send our best wishes to the hosts of the next CRE conference to be held in Montpellier
(Université Paul-Valéry Montpellier 3) in September 2022. 

Electra Apostola and Christos Kekes 

Editors of CRE 2021 Proceedings
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Reared in prehistory: uncovering the evidence for children in 
ancient Egypt 

Mona Akmal M. Ahmed 

Abstract  

The archaeology of childhood has witnessed a rising interest in the last few decades with new 
approaches being adopted for understanding the lives of children in ancient societies. Such progress is, 
however, not yet fully reflected in archaeological research and published works on ancient Egypt, 
especially in studies concerning the Prehistoric Period. The current paper aims to include sub-adults 
into archaeological research, based on the evidence from burials, which can provide the most reliant 
information on this specific age group, before the emergence of writing and development of the art. 
The methodology used for this research relies on a comparison of all documented evidence of sub-
adults’ burials during the Prehistoric and Predynastic periods. The 16 sites under examination are in 
Upper and Lower Egypt and dated between the Neolithic and the Predynastic periods. Identifying and 
comparing attributes from each burial in every site can provide new data about infants and children as 
a major demographic component in the structure of early Egyptian society, as well as about burial 
locations and mortuary practices associated with infants and children. The results obtained from a wide 
range of data contribute to understanding the lives of sub-adults, beyond the physical evidence 
obtained from burial practices. Thus, this paper attempts to uncover patterns of evolution and 
development of the ideology and belief systems of Egypt’s early inhabitants.  

Keywords 

Archaeology of childhood; Predynastic Egypt; children; burials; mortuary practices; mortuary spaces; grave goods 

Introduction 

The Prehistoric Period in Egypt is characterised by rapid development in terms of social complexity, 
ideology and beliefs. Such development is not only reflected in the raw materials and the products of 
material culture, but mainly in the burial practices and in the way those ancient societies treated adults 
and sub-adults. The latter age group has, however, received less attention in excavation projects of 
prehistoric cemeteries and in their publications. This phenomenon is especially prominent when it 
comes to the skeletal remains of sub-adults from the Prehistoric Period. Several reasons have 
contributed to this tendency in archaeological research, i.e. low preservation of the skeletal remains of 
younger age groups, low visibility in the archaeological sites, lack of awareness about the importance 
of including all age groups in archaeological interpretation and absence of experts who specialised in 
osteology of infants and children. Another significant factor that prohibits evaluating the remains of 
sub-adults is the exclusion of infants and children from adult graveyards and their placement in 
different contexts or types of burials. These factors decrease the chances of uncovering sub-adult 
burials.
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