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A pre-colonial burial made in a simple pit grave (Tomb 11). Evidence for a burial receptacle is absent. The body
was interred directly into the earth, and decomposition occurred in a clogged space
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middle cell indicate the original presence of a wooden coffin

An undercut grave constructed into the side of an abandoned well. The grave was sealed with a vertical wall
made of medium- and small-sized stones and cobbles. The reduced remains of three individuals were found

along the sloping side within the shaft of the Well........cc.ovveiveineinersess e sisees

Types of burial receptacles in MDWR 02 (total numbers)
The skeleton in Tomb 62 displayed evidence of decomposition in an empty space. Two stones were placed on
either side of the cranium, which may have served as supporting elements for wooden planks used to cover the

body
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insertion of the infant’s body, which was placed head-first into the vessel (e). The amphora neck was then re-

deposited in its original position (f), and a stone was used to seal the opening (b)
A lead urn was found in the cist grave of Tomb 85

(a) Adult-sized terracotta sarcophagi in Tombs 1 and 2. (b-c) Juvenile-sized terracotta sarcophagus in Tomb 11.

The sarcophagus features a recessed rim designed to accommodate a sliding cover
A large deposit of stones was found above and within the simple pit grave, Tomb 83. The stones were more
densely concentrated at the southern (head) end of the grave. The collapse of this deposit is likely related to
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Stone deposit above the wooden coffin in Tomb 76

Distribution of burial forms by burial cluster in MDWR 02 (total numbers)
Distribution of burial receptacles by burial cluster in MDWR 02 (total numbers)
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Different body positions in MDWR 02. (a-h) Extended supine position with varying arm placements. The legs
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exhibited crossed legs at the ankle. (i-j) Supine body position with the legs flexed to one side. (k) Mostly
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Four bulbous pottery unguentaria were arranged in pairs beside the wooden coffin in Tomb 76, within the
backfill area. Two vessels had broken necks, while two others were intact. One of the broken necks remained
with the unguentarium, while the other was entirely missing from the grave. A glass unguentarium was also
present, placed near the northern pair of unguentaria

A glass unguentarium, found beneath the lead urn in Tomb 85
Tomb 71 was truncated to the east. Only half of the grave and the lower half of the skeleton survived. A glass
unguentarium was found within the wooden coffin, lateral to the abdominal area of Individual 3745. Six other
glass unguentaria were found alongside other grave goods, collectively placed within a box made of perishable
material (likely wood) and copper-alloy fittings

A cooking pot found in the burial fill of Tomb 32. The pottery vessel was likely placed on top of the wooden coffin ...
A pottery and a glass vessel placed by the lower legs of the infant in TOMD 37.........cccemevvmevvrnererinecerineerisnesrninesenes

Decorated pottery bowl found in Tomb 71, placed within the grave goods box above the lower legs of the
individual
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(a) Glass bowl found in Tomb 71. (b-c) Decorated glass bowl found in Tomb 37

Bone pyxis found in the grave goods box in Tomb 71

Awooden box containing grave goods, placed above the lower legs of Skeleton 3745 in Tomb 71. (a) Approximate
limits of the box, outlined in yellow. (a-e) Box fittings as found in situ. (f-g) Copper-alloy box handles; (f) also
shows the possible attachment location of the hasp-lock mechanism. (h-i) Copper-alloy fittings located at the

box corners. (j-k) Copper-alloy hasp of the box
(a-b) Grave goods found in Tomb 56, including spinning implements made of stone, bone, and glass.
(c-d) Spindles, whorls, and spindle heads from Tomb 71. (c) Tomb 71 was the only example to present spinning

implements made of silver
Simple gold hoop earrings were found with the two infant burials in Tomb 68 (a) and Tomb 5 (b). (c-d) A more

elaborate earring featuring a hanging grape motif was found with the young adult in Tomb 16b.........cc.oecrvrevrrnecnn.

Adult Skeleton 2090 in Tomb 25 was found with two rings on the left hand - one made of copper alloy and the
other of iron
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Glossary of Terms and Abbreviations

Geographic and Regional Terms

While Beirut lies within present-day Lebanon, it formed part of the Roman province of Syria. To prevent confusion
arising from differences between ancient and modern territorial designations, this book adopts the geographical
definitions outlined by Butcher (2003: 10).

General Abbreviations

DGA: Lebanese Directorate General of Antiquities

BAAL: Bulletin d’Archéologie et d’Architecture Libanaises (periodical issued by the DGA)

IGLS: Les Inscriptions Grecques et Latines de la Syrie (publication series issued by the Institut Frangais du Proche-
Orient (IFPO))

C/D: cannot be determined
N/App: not applicable
N/A: not available

No.: number

tn: total number

Sk.: Skeleton

M: Male

F: Female

Int.: Intermediate sex
R.: Right

L.: Left

B.C.: Burial Cell (when coupled with site code - see Chapter 11; ASH 002 site)
T.C.: Terracotta

C: Carbon
Cu: Copper
Fe: Iron

N: Nitrogen
0: Oxygen
Sr: Strontium
Pb: Lead
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Burial Architecture - General Categories

Burial Form: Overall structure of the tomb/grave (typology).
Burial Receptacle: Container within which the body is placed.
Burial Marker: Anything used to signal or mark the location of a grave or tomb.

Tomb: Refers mainly to the elaborately built structures - be they underground or above ground.!

Grave: Refers mainly to underground pits used for burial. May involve a degree of construction (e.g. cist grave), but
remain relatively simple in comparison to the built tombs.

Burial Fill: Sediment used to fill in a grave.

Burial Cut: The pit within which the grave is made, or tomb is constructed.

Backfill: Part of the burial fill that rests along the sides of the coffin; i.e. between the coffin and the sides of the burial
cut. When referring to the placement of grave goods, this term indicates the location of the burial items within this
specific area - either within the fill itself or on the base of the burial cut between the coffin and the sides of the burial
cut.

Detached Fill: Burial fill that has collapsed downwards due to the decay of the wooden coffin above which it originally
rested.

Disturbed Fill: Fill that has been disturbed and re-deposited following the looting of the grave/tomb.

Burial Space: (when used in the context of the tombs) the specific area within a tomb/grave/receptacle where the
body was placed and subsequently decomposed.

Main Burial Forms:*

Pit Graves

simple pit grave pit grave with cist grave
stone capping

Built Tombs

masonry tomb vaulted burial burial enclosure
| chamber

single cell multiple cells

! For identification and enumerative purposes, however, all burials in this manuscript are labelled as ‘Tombs’ with their specific numbers.
? Variants of these forms, or combinations of forms, are discussed in Chapters 4 and 15.
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Burial forms containing multiple individuals:

Multiple Burials
communal tomb collective grave
Built tombs  with  multiple Burial forms or receptacles intended
compartments and/or burial cells for the burial of only one individual,
intended for the burial of multiple but which are used for the interment
individuals. of multiple individuals.
The Human Skeleton
Age Groups:
sub-adult adult
juvenile adolescent  youngadult middleadult old adult
(12-20 years) (20-35 years) (35-50 years)  (50+ years)
infant child

(0-3 years) (3-12 years)
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Terms describing the different sections of the human skeleton:

r Skull =
Cranium +
Mandible

Upper body —
Thorax,
abdominal

area, upper
limbs, skull

Lower body —
pelvis, legs,
feet

Treatment of the body:

Inhumation: The burial of a body - typically intact - by placing it directly into the grave, either with or without a
container.

Cremation: The burning of the body prior to burial.

Reduction: The disarticulation of the decomposed body (i.e. the skeleton) and the rearrangement of the bones within
or outside the same grave, usually with the purpose of creating space for new burial.

Archaeological Site Abbreviations

The site codes consist of abbreviations representing areas within Beirut where the sites are located, combined with
their specific plot numbers.

SFI: Saifi

RML: Rmeil
MDWR: Mdawar
ASH: Ashrafieh
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