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Historical Archaeologies Series

The Historical Archaeologies Series (HAS) is a new monograph series in the Archaeopress Access 
Archaeology imprint for studies that explore past societies, considering long-term perspectives, with a 
particular focus on the archaeological study of literate societies.

The collection is interested in the historical dimension of archaeological research, exploiting perspectives 
such as microhistory, multiscale analysis, comparative studies, multiple temporalities, deep landscapes, 
etc. The multiproxy analysis of historical societies is also a key concern, considering not only the 
extensive use of archaeological sciences, but also more ‘traditional’ sources in a critical and inclusive 
way. The archaeological study of written records and the documentary study of the archaeological 
record, overcoming the scholarly disjuncture between disciplines, are among the perspectives that will 
be enhanced, together with conceptually and theoretically informed approaches. There is also a keen 
interest in topics, geographies, and initiatives emerging in the periphery of mainstream archaeological 
research. The series intends also to open avenues to younger scholars and groundbreaking research, 
covering worldwide geographies.

The Historical Archaeologies Series will comprise:

1. Thematic studies that offer a comprehensive review of the most important current problems in 
archaeology in a long long-term perspective, in particular the archaeological study of medieval, 
modern, and contemporary periods. 

2. Original research monographs between 60,000 and 200,000 words. Monographs should follow the 
standard format of an archaeological paper. Papers will be submitted to a double-blind peer review 
process.

3. Collective books centered on relevant topics related to historical archaeologies.

4. Innovative and experimental proposals aimed at overcoming the limits of current historical 
archaeologies.
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People and Agrarian Landscapes. An Archaeology of Postclassical 
Local Societies in the Western Mediterranean

This volume aims to offer the reader a series of keys to understand why Agrarian Archaeology has 
become one of the most dynamic, experimental, and innovative sectors of the discipline in southern 
Europe, providing an overview of the driving theories, methodologies and the main topics that have been 
addressed to date. In this way, the text is presented as an introduction for students, a critical reading 
guide for other scholars, and an informative instrument aimed at a wide audience, taking into account 
that most of the results of Agrarian Archaeology have a place mainly in highly specialized journals and 
venues, which are not always easily accessible. For this reason, the volume presents the works, tools, 
and conceptual frameworks that have been developed by some of the main research groups active in 
the South of Western Europe to study rural societies throughout history, considering the materiality of 
agricultural activities.



viii

Credits

This book has been edited in the framework of the project “Archaeology of the local societies in Southern 
Europe: identities, collectives and territorialities (5th-11th centuries) (PID2020-112506GB-C41) funded 
by the Spanish Ministry of Science and Innovation, the Research Group in Heritage and Cultural 
Landscapes (Government of the Basque Country, IT1442-22) and the Group of Rural Studies (Unidad 
Asociada UPV/EHU-CSIC).



ix

Contributors

Alessandro Panetta is an archaeologist, currently postdoctoral researcher at the University of Genoa (IT) 
and Associate Researcher at the Centre for the History of the Alps (Mendrisio, SUI). He is a member of 
the Laboratory of Archaeology and Environmental History (LASA - UniGe). His main research interests 
are rural and landscape archaeology, the history of material culture and the social history of objects. 
To these themes, with a chronological focus on the postclassical period, he has devoted several articles, 
essays, and interventions in national and international conferences.

Ángel Martínez Montecelo is a freelance researcher and archaeologist. His research interests are 
currently focused on historical landscapes, especially in mountain and forest areas, which generated 
numerous economic resources for nearby communities. An example of this is the recent publication 
about the Greater Community (Parzonería) of Gipuzkoa and Alava in medieval and modern times.

Anna Stagno is associate professor at the University of Genova, where she teaches rural archaeology and 
history of Material Culture and is the coordinator of the Laboratory of Environmental Archaeology and 
History (cir Dafist-Distav). Her research interests focus on the history and archaeology of European rural 
societies and, particularly, on environmental resources, sharing practices, commons, and heritagisation 
processes.

Carlo A. Montanari was - until 2021- Associate Professor in Environmental and Applied Botany at the 
DISTAV of the University of Genoa. He has been involved in the study of vegetation, bio-stratigraphy, 
palynology, anthracology, environmental history. Publications can be found at IRIS- UniGE.

Cruz Ferro Vazquez hold a BSc in Biology, an MSc in Natural Resources and a PhD in Soil Sciences 
(2010) from the University of Santiago de Compostela. As a graduate research fellow, she combined her 
PhD research at USC with work as a research technician in archaeological projects at the Institute for 
Heritage Sciences (Incipit) of the Spanish National Research Council. Her postdoctoral career started 
at Incipit, as a JAE-Doc postdoctoral fellow (2011). During that period, she has been a member of the 
Incipit’s Scientific Board and Coordinator of the Geoarchaeology Unit. In 2014, she earned a Marie Curie 
Fellowship for working at the Department of Archaeology of the University of York (UK), where she 
was hired as an Associate Researcher in 2017. From May 2019, she is part of FLAME project team at 
ICArEHB, for investigating fire technology evolution through its effects on soils and sediments, as a way 
for understanding patterns of resource use in Paleolithic societies.

Daryl Stump is lecturer in the Department of Archaeology and the Department of Environment and 
Geography of the University of York, reflecting his research interests in the use of archaeological 
techniques to assess the sustainability of human-environment interactions, with a particular focus on 
historic agricultural systems in eastern Africa. From 2014-2018 he led the ERC-funded ‘Archaeology of 
Agricultural Resilience in Eastern Africa’ project (AAREA), which examined the long-term sustainability 
of the terraced agricultural systems at Engaruka, Tanzania, and Konso, Ethiopia, through a combination 
of archaeological, geoarchaeological, archaeobotanical and modelling techniques; a short film on which 
is available here.  During the AAREA project Daryl also led two Marie Skłodowska-Curie Individual 
Fellowships (tRRACES and MATRIX), both of which added further geochemical techniques and additional 
case-studies, but maintained this focus on how long-term data drawn from a variety of techniques can 
inform modern resource-use policies.



x

Diego Teodorico Moreno full professor of Geography at the University of Genoa (Italy) until 2015. He 
taught History of Agriculture, Historical Geography and Sources and Methods of Local History. He 
is currently on the Editorial Board of the Italian journal of Economic and Social history “Quaderni 
Storici”,” Landscape History” (UK), “Anthropozoologica” (MNHN-Paris), “Archeologia Post-Medievale” 
(Italy). He was co-founder with Carlo Montanari in 1995 at the Genoa University of the Laboratory of 
Archeology and Environmental History, now an Interdepartmental Research Center “ Lasa”. His book 
“Dal documento al terreno”(From the text to the ground) (1990) had a recent re-edition (2019). He 
edited - among other- the volume “Studies of Ligurian Ethnography and Dialectology. In memory of 
Hugo Plomteux” (Genoa, 1983) with the dialectologist Renzo Coveri. At present he develops studies of 
historical ecology, rural landscape history and history and archeology of environmental resources.

Eneko Iriarte is currently a lecturer at the University of Burgos. His research interest focuses on the 
study of Human-Environment interactions through the analysis of sedimentary records (from cores to 
archaeological sequences) using environmental sedimentology and geochemical approaches. Current 
research focuses on the reconstruction of paleoenvironmental changes and the human impact during 
the Holocene through elemental and stable isotope studies in northern Spain and the Middle East.

Ermengol Gassiot Ballbè is currently an associate professor in the Department of Prehistory at the 
Autonomous University of Barcelona and a member of the High Mountain Archaeology Group. For the 
last 20 years, his research focuses on past human occupations in high mountain environments from 
a diachronic perspective, with an emphasis on their ecological impact and the resilience of these 
populations.

Jorge A. Eiroa is a Lecturer of Medieval History at the University of Murcia. His research is focuses on 
the Archaeology of al-Andalus and the social organization of medieval territory. He is currently leading 
both the  long-term research project that has been started in the Andalusi archaeological site of San 
Esteban (Murcia) and that which is still being carried out in the  late medieval Jewish quarter of the 
castle of Lorca.

Josu Narbarte Hernández is a Margarita Salas fellow researcher at the University of the Basque Country. 
His research interests regard the long-term historical and geoarchaeological characterisation of agrarian 
landscapes, based on a multi-proxy methodological approach. He has recently undertaken a research 
project on the evolution of the estuarine landscapes of the Basque coast.

Jose Rodríguez Fernández is Lecturer of Archaeology at the University of the Basque Country. His 
research interests are currently focused on historical landscapes, especially in mountain and forest 
areas, which generated numerous economic resources for nearby communities. An example of this is 
the recent publication about the Greater Community (Parzonería) of Gipuzkoa and Alava in medieval 
and modern times.

Juan Antonio Quirós Castillo is Professor of Archaeology at the University of the Basque Country. His 
principal interests are focused on Landscapes, Social Archaeology and Historical Archaeologies. He has 
directed several projects devoted to the study of early medieval local societies, social complexity and 
inequality. As a result, he has published several volumes on these topics, including ‘Social Inequality in 
Early Medieval Europe Local Societies and Beyond’ (Turnhout. Brepols, 2020).

Magali Watteaux is lecturer in Medieval History and Archaeology at University Rennes 2 (France), 
specialist of Archaeogeography. Her research focuses on agrarian morphology, medieval rural landscapes, 
road networks and historiography of geohistorical disciplines. She is actually leading the PARCEDES 



xi

project funded by the French agency of research (ANR) on agrarian parcels of land in France, England, 
Italy, and she just published a collective interdisciplinary book “Pour une science du social” (CNRS).

Roberta Cevasco is currently associate professor of Geography at the University of Gastronomic Sciences 
(Pollenzo, IT). Her research interests focus on the historical ecology of rural landscapes, environmental 
biodiversity and historical processes of biodiversification, local geographical and naturalistic 
knowledges, topographical history of environmental resources. Current research is centered on the 
links between foodways and foodscapes for an innovative interpretation and management of rural, 
environmental and gastronomic heritage through a microanalytical approach.

Valentina Pescini is a Juan de la Cierva Environmental Archaeologist at the Catalan Institute of Classical 
Archaeology (ICAC) of Tarragona (Spain). The principal aim of her research is the study of environmental 
management systems and their effects on the ecosystems over time with a specific focus on the study of 
agro-sylvo-pastoral management practices. She is currently leading the TRANSEANT project aimed at 
studying landscapes related to transhumance in the Pyrenees and the Maritime Alps.




