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This volume represents the publication of the proceedings of the conference ‘The Archaeology of
Affluence: Comparative Perspectives on Surplus, Wealth, and Social Organization in the Aegean, the
Central Mediterranean and the Near East in the Bronze Age and Early Iron Age’, held at the Department
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were organized in the last decade, that focused on agriculture, surplus, the management of resources, and
exchanges; conversely, topics such as prosperity, abundance, and affluence, have been seldom touched
upon. Against this backdrop, we saw value in revisiting economic dynamics in regions with varying social
complexity that interacted from the late fourth through the early first millennium BC.
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