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PR EF AC E

This volume is dedicated to Professor Yoshihiro Nishiaki on the occasion of his completion of the term of full 
professorship at The University of Tokyo in March 2026.

Over the course of his distinguished career, Professor Nishiaki has made outstanding and far-reaching contribu-
tions to the study of West Asian prehistoric archaeology. He has led The University of Tokyo’s archaeological 
field expeditions across Syria, Iran, Turkey, Azerbaijan, and Uzbekistan, producing a substantial body of influen-
tial research. In addition to his fieldwork, he has devoted great effort to the curation of extensive archaeological 
collections at The University Museum, The University of Tokyo. His leadership in numerous international and 
interdisciplinary projects has fostered broad research networks and strengthened global academic collaboration.

Through these research and educational activities, Professor Nishiaki has provided students and young scholars 
with invaluable opportunities, experiences, and materials for their studies. His mentorship has inspired many 
to develop their own academic paths in West Asian archaeology, ranging not only from his specialty in lithic 
analysis but also to diverse fields such as pottery studies, zooarchaeology, archaeobotany, ritual practices, and 
settlement archaeology.

This Festschrift brings together research papers contributed by scholars who have benefited from Professor 
Nishiaki’s guidance, encouragement, and friendship. It is presented in deep gratitude for his lifelong dedication 
to research, education, and the advancement of archaeological scholarship. We hope this volume will reflect 
the breadth of his academic vision and the lasting influence he has had on the study as well as the curation of 
prehistory in West Asia and beyond.

Editorial C ollective
Seiji Kadowaki, Masashi Abe, Chie Akashi, Saiji Arai, Yui Arimatsu, 
Yasuhisa Kondo, Shogo Kume, Takehiro Miki, Hiroto Nakata, 
Takahiro Odaka and Kazuya Shimogama
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Professor Yoshihiro Nishiaki at Dash Salakhly cave, Azerbaijan, in 2023.
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Selected Publications by Professor Yoshihiro Nishiaki

Authored/Edited books

Nishiaki, Y., A. Zeynalov and Y. Mammadov (eds.) 2025. Damjili Cave – Investigating the Late Pleistocene to 
Holocene Human History in the Southern Caucasus. Oxford: Oxbow Books.

Zeynalov, A., Y. Nishiaki and Y. Mammadov 2025. Azykh and Taglar Caves in the Karabakh. Baku: Ministry of 
Culture and Tourism, Azerbaijan.

Aliyeva, S. and Y. Nishiaki 2025. Damjili Cave – A Hundred Thousand Years of History, Gazakh, Azerbaijan.
Tokyo: The University Museum, The University of Tokyo.

Nishiaki, Y. and Y. Kondo (eds.) 2023. Middle and Upper Paleolithic Sites in the Eastern Hemisphere: A 
Database (PaleoAsiaDB). Springer Nature.

Nishiaki, Y., O. Maeda and M. Arimura (eds.) 2022. Tracking the Neolithic of the Near East. Leiden: Sidestone 
Press.

Nishiaki, Y., F. Guliyev and S. Kadowaki (eds.) 2021. Hacı Elamxanlı Tepe – The Archaeological Investigations 
of an Early Neolithic Settlement in West Azerbaijan. Berlin: ex oriente.

Nishiaki, Y. and S. Kadowaki (eds.) 2021. Variability in Lithic Production Technology during the Range Expansion 
of Paleolithic Modern Humans: Asian Perspectives. Quaternary International 596. Oxford: Elsevier Ltd.

Ikeya, K. and Y. Nishiaki (eds.) 2021. Hunter-Gatherers in Asia: From Prehistory to Present. Osaka: National 
Museum of Ethnology.

Nishiaki, Y. and F. Guliyev (eds.) 2020. Göytepe – The Neolithic Excavations in the Middle Kura Valley, 
Azerbaijan. Oxford: Archaeopress.

Nishiaki, Y. (ed.) 2019. PPN9-Tokyo. Abstract Book of the 9th International Conference on the PPN Chipped and 
Ground Stone Industries of the Near East. Tokyo: The University Museum, The University of Tokyo.

Nishiaki, Y. and O. Jöris (eds.) 2019. Learning among Neanderthals and Paleolithic Modern Humans. Singapore: 
Springer Nature.

Nakata, I., Y. Nishiaki, T. Odaka, M. Yamada and S. Yamada (eds.) 2019. Prince of the Orient: Ancient Near 
Eastern Studies in Memory of H. I. H. Prince Takahito Mikasa. Orient, Supplement I. Tokyo: Society for 
Near Eastern Studies in Japan.

Nishiaki, Y. and T. Akazawa (eds.) 2018. The Middle and Upper Paleolithic Archeology of the Levant and 
Beyond. Singapore: Springer Nature.

Romagnoli, F., Y. Nishiaki, F. Rivals and M. Vaquero (eds.) 2018. Multidisciplinary Approaches in the Definition 
of High-resolution Events to Interpret Past Human Behaviour: A New Challenge in Archaeology. 
Quaternary International 474. Oxford: Elsevier Ltd.

Nishiaki, Y. and S. Kume (eds.) 2017. Special Issue: Papers in Honor of Professor Katsuhiko Ohnuma on the 
Occasion of His Seventieth Birthday. Rafidan 37. Tokyo: Kokushikan University.

Akazawa, T. and Y. Nishiaki (eds.) 2014. RNMH 2014 – The Second International Conference on the Replacement 
of Neanderthals by Modern Humans: Testing Evolutionary Models of Learning. Tokyo: Kochi University 
of Technology.

Nishiaki, Y., K. Kashima and M. Verhoeven (eds.) 2013. Neolithic Archaeology in the Khabur Valley, Upper 
Mesopotamia and Beyond. SENEPSE 15. Berlin: ex oriente.

Akazawa, T., Y. Nishiaki and K. Aoki (eds.) 2013. Dynamics of Learning in Neanderthals and Modern Humans. 
Vol. 1: Cultural Perspectives. New York: Springer.

Akazawa, T. and Y. Nishiaki (eds.) 2012. RNMH 2012 – The First International Conference on the Replacement 
of Neanderthals by Modern Humans: Testing Evolutionary Models of Learning. Tokyo: Kochi University 
of Technology.
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Guliyev, F. and Y. Nishiaki 2012. The Origin of Civilization – The Early Village of Goytepe, West Azerbaijan. 
Baku: Institute of Archaeology and Ethnography.

Nishiaki, Y. 2008. Naissance des Divinités: Figurine Feminine Exceptionnelle du Néolithique. Damascus: 
Ministère de la Culture, Direction Générale des Antiquités et des Musées (Brochure).

Nishiaki, Y. and T. Matsutani (eds.) 2003. Tell Kosak Shamali - The Archaeological Investigations on the Upper 
Euphrates, Syria. Volume II: Chalcolithic Technology and Subsistence. UMUT Monograph 2. Oxford: 
Oxbow Books.

Nishiaki, Y. and T. Matsutani (eds.) 2001. Tell Kosak Shamali - The Archaeological Investigations on the Upper 
Euphrates, Syria. Volume 1: Chalcolithic Architecture and the Earlier Prehistoric Remains. UMUT 
Monograph 1. Oxford: Oxbow Books.

Nishiaki, Y. 2000. Lithic Technology of Neolithic Syria. Oxford: Archaeopress.

Museum catalogues

Nishiaki, Y. and H. Mikuni 2024. Catalogue of the Katsuhiko Ohnuma Lithic Technology Collection. The 
University Museum, The University of Tokyo, Material Reports No. 133. Tokyo: The University 
Museum, The University of Tokyo.

Nishiaki, Y., S. Abiko, Y. Ogawa and H. Nakata 2022. Catalogue of Archaeological Archives in the Jiujiro 
Nakaya Collection. The University Museum, The University of Tokyo, Material Reports 130. Tokyo: 
The University Museum, The University of Tokyo.

Nishiaki, Y., Y. Ogawa and M. Suzuki 2021. Catalogue of Archaeological Materials in the Department of 
Archaeology of Western Asia. Part 12: Photographs from the 1956-1957 Survey of Historical Monuments 
in Iraq. The University Museum, The University of Tokyo, Material Reports No. 125. Tokyo: The 
University Museum, The University of Tokyo.

Mikuni, H., H. Nawata and Y. Nishiaki 2021. Catalogue of the Arid Land Research Materials in the Iwao Kobori 
Collection. Part III: Archives and Photographs. The University Museum, The University of Tokyo, 
Material Reports 123. Tokyo: The University Museum, The University of Tokyo.

Mikuni, H., K. Kioyota, T. Sasaki, H. Ikeda and Y. Nishiaki 2018. Catalogue of the Arid Land Research Materials 
in the Iwao Kobori Collection. Part II: Geographic Materials. The University Museum, The University 
of Tokyo, Material Reports 117. Tokyo: The University Museum, The University of Tokyo.

Nishiaki, Y. and H. Mikuni 2017. Archaeological and Ethnographic Materials. Catalogue of Arid Land Research 
Materials in the Iwao Kobori Collection, Part 1. The University Museum, The University of Tokyo, 
Material Reports No. 111. Tokyo: The University Museum, The University of Tokyo.

Hara, R., H. Nanri and Y. Nishiaki 2017. Catalogue of Human Geography Materials in the Morio Ono Collection. 
The University Museum, The University of Tokyo, Material Reports No. 115. Tokyo: The University 
Museum, The University of Tokyo.

Nishiaki, Y., T. Odaka and Y. Ogawa 2016. Catalogue of Archaeological Materials in the Department of 
Archaeology of Western Asia. Part 11: Photographs from the 1957 Survey of Historical Monuments 
in Syria. The University Museum, The University of Tokyo, Material Reports No. 107. Tokyo: The 
University Museum, The University of Tokyo.

Nishiaki, Y., H. Mikuni and Y. Ogawa 2013. Catalogue of the Namio Egami Collection. Part 2: Archaeological 
and Ethnographic Materials. The University Museum, The University of Tokyo, Material Reports No. 
95. Tokyo: The University Museum, The University of Tokyo.

Nishiaki, Y., H. Mikuni and Y. Ogawa 2013. Catalogue of the Namio Egami Collection. Part 1: Inner Monogolia.
The University Museum, The University of Tokyo, Material Reports No. 85. Tokyo: The University 
Museum, The University of Tokyo.



5

Arimatsu, Y., H. Mikuni, Y. Ogawa and Y. Nishiaki 2009. Catalogue of Archaeological Materials in the Department 
of Archaeology of Western Asia. Part 9: West Asian Pottery Collected by the Tokyo University Iraq-Iran 
Archaeological Expedition. The University Museum, The University of Tokyo, Material Reports No. 76. 
Tokyo: The University Museum, The University of Tokyo.

Nishiaki, Y. 2007. Catalogue of Anthropological Materials in the Hitoshi Watanabe Collection. The University 
Museum, The University of Tokyo, Material Reports No. 68. Tokyo: The University Museum, The 
University of Tokyo.

Nishiaki, Y., H. Mikuni, Y. Ogawa and Y. Arimatsu 2006. Catalogue of Archaeological Materials in the 
Department of Archaeology of Western Asia. Part 7: Pottery from Ancient Tombs of the Dailaman 
District, Iran. The University Museum, The University of Tokyo, Material Reports No. 63. Tokyo: The 
University Museum, The University of Tokyo.

Nishiaki, Y. 2003. Catalogue of Archaeological Materials in the Department of Archaeology of Western Asia. 
Part 6: Prehistoric Pottery from the Marv Dasht Plain, Iran. The University Museum, The University of 
Tokyo, Material Reports No. 63. Tokyo: The University Museum, The University of Tokyo.

Nishiaki, Y. 2000. Catalogue of Archaeological Materials in the Department of Archaeology of Western Asia. 
Part 5: Prehistoric Pottery from Telul-eth Thalathat, Iraq. The University Museum, The University of 
Tokyo, Material Reports No. 38. Tokyo: The University Museum, The University of Tokyo.

Nishiaki, Y. 1994. Catalogue of Archaeological Materials in the Department of Archaeology of Western Asia. 
Part 4: Palaeolithic Remains from the 1956-1957 Survey. The University Museum, The University of 
Tokyo, Material Reports No. 31. Tokyo: The University Museum, The University of Tokyo.

Journal articles

Nishiaki, Y., U. Safarova, F. Ikeyama and Y. Mammadev 2025. Human figurines in the Mesolithic-Neolithic 
transition of the South Caucasus: New evidence from the Damjili Cave, Azerbaijan. Archaeological 
Research in Asia 42: 100611.

Nishiaki, Y., A. Zeynalov and Y. Mammadov 2025. Damjili Cave revisited, Gazakh, west Azerbaijan (2016–
2023). Tempus Pontem, Archaeologia et Antropologia 1: 9‒15.

Casanova, E., T. Miki, Y. Miyata and Y. Nishiaki 2024. Unravelling the function of funerary pottery vessels in 
Iron Age in the Dailaman Province (Iran) through typology, petrography and organic residue analyses. 
PLoS One 19(9): e0306647.

Darabi, H., T. Richter, A. Sołtysiak, A. Arranz-Otaegui, Y. Nishiaki and H. Davoudi 2024. Revisiting the Neolithic 
site of Ali Kosh, Southwestern Iran. Journal of Field Archaeology 49(7): 527–546.

Khanipour, M. and Y. Nishiaki 2024. Dating the beginning of the Pottery Neolithic in South Iran: Radiocarbon 
dates from Tol-e Sangi, the Fars. Radiorcarbon 66(4):1–13.

Nishiaki, Y. 2022. Early Neolithic chronology and lithic industry of Tepe Abdul Hosein, Central Zagros, Iran. 
Paléorient 48(2): 9–27.

Nishiaki, Y. 2022. Neolithic lithic industries of the Eastern Wing of the Fertile Crescent: Paying homage to 
Professor Stefan K. Kozłowski. Światowit’61: 211–214.

Nishiaki, Y., Y. Kanjou and T. Akazawa 2022. The Early Middle Palaeolithic lithic industry of Dederiyeh Cave, 
Northwest Syria. L’Anthropologie 126(3): 103028. 

Nishiaki, Y., A. Zeynalov, M. Munsrov and F. Guliyev 2022. Radiocarbon chronology of the Mesolithic-Neolithic 
sequence at Damjili Cave, Azerbaijan, Southern Caucasus. Radiocarbon 64(2): 309–322.

Nishiaki, Y., O. Aripdjanov, S. Arai, C. Akashi, H. Nakata, B. Sayfullayev, O. Engeshed and R. Suleimanov 2022. 
Neolithization during the 6th millennium BC in western Central Asia: New evidence from Kaynar Kamar 
Rockshelter, Hissar Mountains, Southeast Uzbekistan. Archaeological Research in Asia 30: 100352.
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Ikeyama, F., F. Guliyev and Y. Nishiaki 2022. Variability in obsidian pressure blade technology of the Neolithic 
Southern Caucasus: New data from Göytepe and Hacı Elamxanlı Tepe, Azerbaijan. Orient 57: 125–143.

Nishiaki, Y. and S. Kadowaki 2021. Variability in lithic production technology during the range expansion of 
Paleolithic Modern Humans: Asian perspectives. Quaternary International 596: 1–3. 

Nishiaki, Y. and O. Aripdjanov 2021. A new look at the Middle Palaeolithic lithic industry of Teshik Tash Cave, 
Uzbekistan, west Central Asia. Quaternary International 596: 22–37.

Nishiaki, Y., G. Abudl-Aziz and N. Inutake 2021. Restoration of a unique Neolithic clay female figurine from 
Tell Seker Al-Aheimar, Northeast Syria. Rafidan 42: 1–13.

Nishiaki, Y., K. Tamura, M. Suzuki, M. Nakamura, S. Kato, K. Nakagawa, J. Takakura, T. Yamaoka, A. Noguchi, 
Y. Kondo and Y. Kobayashi 2021. A spatiotemporal variability in lithic technology of Middle-to-Upper 
Paleolithic Asia: A new dataset and its statistical analyses. Quaternary International 596: 144–154.

Nishiaki, Y. 2021. The Pre-Pottery Neolithic water-well at Tell Seker al-Aheimar, Upper Mesopotamia: Social 
contexts of its construction and management. Proceedings of the Prehistoric Society 87: 161–172.

Hirose, M., Y. Naito, S. Kadowaki, S. Arai, F. Guliyev and Y. Nishiaki 2021. Reconstructing early husbandry 
strategies in the southern Caucasus: Intra-tooth sequential carbon and oxygen isotope analysis of 
Neolithic goats, sheep, and cattle from Göytepe and Hacı Elamxanlı Tepe. Journal of Archaeological 
Science, Reports 36: 102869.

Itahashi, Y., A. Ananyevskaya, M. Yoneda, A.R. Ventresca Miller, Y. Nishiaki and G. Motuzaite Matuzeviciute 
2020. Dietary diversity of Bronze–Iron Age populations of Kazakhstan quantitatively estimated though 
the compound-specific nitrogen analysis of amino acids. Journal of Archaeological Science, Reports 
33: 102565.

Odaka, T., O. Maeda, K. Shimogama, Y.S. Hayakawa, Y. Nishiaki, N.A. Mohammed and K. Rasheed 2020. Late 
Neolithic in the Shahrizor Plain, Iraqi Kurdistan: New excavations at Shakar Tepe, 2019. Neo-Lithics
2020: 53–57.

Nishiaki, Y., A. Zeynalov, M. Mansrov, C. Akashi, S. Arai, K. Shimogama and F. Guliyev 2019. The Mesolithic-
Neolithic interface in the Southern Caucasus: 2016–2017 excavations at Damjili Cave, West Azerbaijan. 
Archaeological Research in Asia 19: 100140. 

Nishiaki, Y., O. Maeda, T. Kannari, M. Nagai, E. Healey, F. Guliyev and S. Campbell 2019. Obsidian provenance 
analyses at Göytepe, Azerbaijan: Implications for understanding Neolithic socioeconomies in the 
Southern Caucasus. Archaeometry 61(4): 765–782.

Nishiaki, Y. 2019. Neolithic-Chalcolithic transition in Southwest Iran: Examining blade production technology 
at Tall-i Bakun B, Fars. Journal of Archaeology, Iran 2(4): 1–5.

Nishiaki, Y., O. Aripdjanov, B. Sayfullayev, O. Engeshed, E. Grodeeva, H. Nakata, S. Arai, A. Noguchi and 
R. Suleymanov 2019. Prehistoric caves and rockshelters in the Machay Valley, Surkhandarya, South 
Uzbekistan (II). Rafidan 40: 9–18.

Nishiaki, Y. 2018. The late Halafian lithic industry from Tell Kashkashok I, the Upper Khabur, Syria. Orient 53: 
1–21.

Nishiaki, Y. and H. Darabi 2018. The earliest Neolithic lithic industries of the Central Zagros: New evidence 
from East Chia Sabz, Western Iran. Archaeological Research in Asia 16: 46–57.

Nishiaki, Y., F. Guliyev, S. Kadowaki, and T. Omori 2018. Neolithic residential patterns in the southern Caucasus: 
Radiocarbon analysis of rebuilding cycles of mudbrick architecture at Göytepe, west Azerbaijan. 
Quaternary International 474: 119–130.

Nishiaki, Y., M.H. Taheri and A. Sardari 2018. Lithic industry of the Early Chalcolithic in the southern Zagros: 
New insights from the Middle Bakun site of Tal-e Mash Karim, Iran. Ancient Near Eastern Studies 55: 
125–141.

Nishiaki, Y., O. Aripdjanov, A. Rajabov, B. Sayfullayev, H. Nakata, S. Arai and C. Akashi 2018. Prehistoric 
caves and rockshelters in the Machay Valley, Surkhandarya, South Uzbekistan. Rafidan 39: 31–41.
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Akashi, C., K. Tanno, F. Guiliev and Y. Nishiaki 2018. Neolithisation processes of the South Caucasus: As viewed 
from macro-botanical analyses at Hacı Elamxanlı Tepe, west Azerbaijan. Paléorient 44(2): 75–89.

Motuzaite Matuzeviciute, G., A. Abdykhanova, S. Kume, Y. Nishiaki and K. Kubatbek Tabaldiev 2018. The 
effect of geographical margins on cereal grain size variation: Case study for highlands of Kyrgyzstan. 
Journal of Archaeological Sciences: Reports 20: 410–410.

Romagnoli, F., Y. Nishiaki, F. Rivals and M. Vaquero 2018. Time uncertainty, site formation processes, and 
human behaviours: New insights on old issues in high-resolution archaeology. Quaternary International 
474: 99–102.

Nishiaki, Y., M. Yoneda, Y. Kanjou and T. Akazawa 2017. Natufian in the north: The Late Epipalaeolithic cultural 
entity at Dederiyeh Cave, northwest Syria. Paléorient 43(2): 7–24.

Nishiaki, Y. 2017. Domestic flake production technology of the Early Bronze Age in Upper Mesopotamia: Tell 
Ghanem Al-Ali (Syria) and Telul-Eth Thalathat V (Iraq). Rafidan 37: 47–53.

Kadowaki, S., K. Ohnishi, S. Arai, F. Guliyev and Y. Nishiaki 2017. Mitochondrial DNA analysis of Neolithic 
goats in the southern Caucasus: Implication for the domestication of goats in west Asia. International 
Journal of Osteoarchaeology 27: 245–260.

Nishiaki, Y., O. Aripdjanov, R. Soleymanov, A. Rajabov, H. Nakata, T. Miki and S. Arai 2016. An archaeological 
reconnaissance survey of caves and rockshelters in the Kashkadarya Valley, South Uzbekistan, 2014. 
Bulletin of the Ancient Orient Museum 36: 1–11.
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396: 121–137.
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Nishiaki, Y., F. Guliyev, S. Kadowaki, V. Alakbarov, T. Miki, S. Salimbeyov, C. Akashi and S. Arai 2015. 
Investigating cultural and socioeconomic change at the beginning of the Pottery Neolithic in the Southern 
Caucasus – The 2013 Excavations at Hacı Elamxanlı Tepe, Azerbaijan. Bulletin of the American Schools 
of Oriental Research 374: 1–28.
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