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Summary

An area of c 6 hectares was excavated at Westhawk 
Farm, Ashford prior to a housing development. Flint 
artefacts included Lower Palaeolithic as well as Me-
solithic and later pieces. The earliest features formed 
part of a field system probably of middle to late 
Bronze Age date. Its principal alignment (NE-SW) 
was followed by that of the Roman road from Can-
terbury to the Weald, probably established soon 
aĞer the mid 1st century AD. A second road, from 
Lympne, formed a junction with the first, around 
which developed a previously unknown major set-
tlement perhaps 15 hectares in extent. The plan of the 
focal (junction) area of the seĴlement was revealed 
by geophysical survey while the excavation concen-
trated on its south-west end (Area B). 

The seĴlement was established within a generation 
of the Roman conquest. A rich cremation burial prob-
ably of pre-Conquest date suggests a pre-existing 
local focus of high status seĴlement. In Phase 2, the 
earliest Roman occupation of pre-Flavian date, the 
Canterbury road was partly defined by roadside 
ditches, but a feature diverging from this alignment 
formed an early boundary on the north-west side 
of the seĴlement in the vicinity of the road junc-
tion. At the south-west margin of the seĴlement area 
on the north-west side of the Canterbury road two 
structures were used in this phase, while south-east 
of the road at least one seĴlement unit, probably of 
agricultural character, was also of pre-Flavian date. 
A small cemetery was established outside the main 
north-west seĴlement boundary very early in the life 
of the site (Area C).

Phase 3, dated c AD 70-150, saw most of the main 
features of the seĴlement in place. These included a 
shrine structure, set in a rectilinear enclosure within 
a larger open space on the south-east side of the Can-
terbury road. The north-east side of the open space 
was defined by a double-ditched enclosure that 
fronted onto the road. Trackways led from outside 
the seĴlement up to the shrine area and domestic/
agricultural activity continued in the complex on the 
south side of this area. On the opposite side of the 
road from the shrine, overlying the early seĴlement 
boundary, an iron-producing workshop housed both 
smelting and related smithing activities. 

This workshop was abandoned early in Phase 4 
(AD 150-200), the surrounding area being incorpo-
rated within a series of plots set out approximately 
at right-angles to the line of the Canterbury road. 
Further south-west another block of five or six recti-

linear plots was laid out. These contained a variety of 
timber structures. South-east of the road, occupation 
continued in the area south of the shrine complex and 
two sides of the shrine enclosure were redefined.

The last phase of widespread occupation in the 
south-west part of the seĴlement is dated c AD 200-
250 (Phase 5). Intensive activity continued in some of 
the south-west roadside plots and a plot on the op-
posite side of the road also remained in use. South 
of the shrine area the latest building, still of circular 
plan, may have been linked with a new iron-working 
structure north of the shrine. Like the earlier iron 
working establishment, this structure accommodated 
both smelting and smithing activities.

Early 4th century deposits in Area B were concen-
trated in a waterhole beside the Canterbury road. 
These contained large numbers of redeposited 2nd 
century coins perhaps from the shrine opposite. The 
only late 4th century activity in Area B was the appar-
ent removal of a large post which had been a central 
feature within the shrine complex. Elsewhere, metal-
detected finds of early-mid 4th century coins suggest 
continuing activity within the focal (unexcavated) 
part of the seĴlement, but even there such material 
was scarce. The latest burials in the Area C cemetery 
were probably of early 4th century date.

Limited activity of 13th century date, possibly in-
dicating adjacent seĴlement, was located at the ex-
treme southern end of Area B. 

The Roman seĴlement contained areas of contrast-
ing plan - groups of carefully laid out plots inter-
spersed with zones of more ‘organic’ form. The 20 or 
so excavated structures were of timber and circular 
and rectilinear building forms were found side by 
side throughout the period. The economic empha-
sis of the seĴlement was presumably on agriculture 
and local market functions. Iron production was 
important, but its scale is such as to suggest that it 
had only local significance. It is possible, however, 
that one function of the seĴlement may have related 
to the administration of iron production. The finds, 
amongst which the large poĴery assemblage is par-
ticularly important, suggest for the most part only 
modest prosperity. 

A striking aspect of the site is the effective cessa-
tion of occupation by the mid 3rd century. This pat-
tern is reflected in a considerable number of other 
rural seĴlements and a number of the Wealden iron 
working sites in the region. Its significance remains 
uncertain. 



xx

Acknowledgements

The Oxford Archaeology fieldwork team was led by 
Steve Lawrence and Anne-Marie Bingham, to whom 
principally is owed the credit for making the excava-
tion a success. Key team members included Rachel 
Barton, Dan Bashford, Anthony Beck, Bethan Charles, 
Phil Chavasse, Peter Crawley, Guy Cockin, Simon 
Greenslade, Jon Hart, Mark Lacey, Darko Maricevic, 
Penny Middleton, Stuart Milby, Kirstin Miller, Chris 
Richardson, Gavin Robinson, Kathelen Sayer, Mike 
Simms, Mark Steinmetzer, Rosemary Wheeler and 
Michael Wood. The part played by all the other team 
members, too numerous to name individually, is also 
gratefully acknowledged. The project was managed 
for OA by Paul Booth under the oversight of Bob 
Williams (head of fieldwork) and Anne Dodd (head 
of post-excavation). Edward Biddulph and Ian ScoĴ 
helped bring the report to completion and Paul Back-
house expedited its production.

Ashford Borough Council ensured through the 
planning process that part of the site was preserved 
in situ with part being excavated in advance of devel-
opment. Special mention should be made of Michael 
Hayley, Lois JarreĴ and Anthony Slack. Funding for 
both fieldwork and post-excavation phases of the 
project was provided very largely by Wilcon Homes, 
whose role in enabling a large part of the site to re-
main unaffected by development should also be 
remembered. Particular thanks are owed to Peter 
Armfield of Wilcon Homes for much assistance both 
before and during the fieldwork programme and, 
once construction was underway, to successive site 
managers Steve Bray and Bill Shelvey for their co-
operation whilst building and archaeological work 
proceeded in tandem. Steve Bray’s prompt action in 
alerting OA staff to the discovery of burial 9200 merits 
particular mention.

The role of Kent County Council (KCC) Heritage 
Section was very important throughout the project, 
from initiation onwards. Dr John Williams, the county 
archaeologist, played a lead role in securing the proj-
ect funding and the case officers once the project was 
established were Wendy Rogers and Simon Mason. 
Paul Cuming and Stuart Cakebread kindly provided 
Sites and Monuments Record data. Richard Hobbs 
organised the 1998 metal detector survey while at-
tached to KCC as Finds Liaison Officer and his suc-
cessor Catherine Read co-ordinated the input of 
metal-detector groups in the subsequent excavation. 
KCC also provided financial support with regard to 
the 1999 training excavation. The undergraduate stu-
dent contributions to the excavation were arranged 
through the good offices of Professor Rick Jones 
(Bradford) and Dr Neil Christie (Leicester). 

Staff of Ashford Borough Council are thanked for 
their help in relation to the training programme and 
also to open days. Dana Goodburn-Brown also helped 
in this regard. Staff of Ashford Library, particularly 

Shirley Sheridan, were very supportive of the out-
reach aspects of the project. The training programme 
was also generously supported by the Kent Archaeo-
logical Society, to whom, with their then President 
Paul Cannon, thanks are owed. KAS members also 
provided a register of volunteer excavators (as well as 
participants in the more formal training programme) 
and Ted Connell, in particular, did an immense 
amount of work here, in addition to providing very 
helpful seminars on the poĴery of the region. Further 
financial support for the training programme came 
from English Heritage, and Peter Kendal, the regional 
Inspector of Ancient Monuments, both helped to se-
cure this and gave active encouragement throughout 
the project. English Heritage also made a very signifi-
cant contribution to the post-excavation programme 
by commiĴing staff and facilities to undertake inves-
tigative conservation of cremation burial 9200, carried 
out by Karla Graham, and most particularly to the 
recording and analysis of the substantial collection 
of iron slag, in relation to which thanks are owed to 
David Starley, Justine Bayley and particularly Sarah 
Paynter. Rob Vernon, then a research student at Shef-
field University, carried out a fine-scale magnetome-
ter survey of one of the ironworking areas and kindly 
made the results of this available.

Other help and information was generously given 
by a range of individuals and organisations. These 
include Neil Aldridge, Jeremy Hodgkinson of the 
Wealden Iron Research Group and Dr Bernard 
Worssam, who discussed geological maĴers with a 
number of members of the project team. Mr Arthur 
Ruderman kindly provided information of the West-
hawk place-name. Ian Greig and Casper Johnson, 
both then of Archaeology South-East, are thanked for 
information on Brisley Farm, and Paul BenneĴ and 
particularly Keith ParfiĴ of Canterbury Archaeologi-
cal Trust (CAT) discussed several aspects of Roman 
Kent. Jon Rady provided information on CAT sites in 
south Ashford. Tim Champion gave helpful advice 
on late Iron Age burials and Martin MilleĴ offered 
a number of thought provoking suggestions and 
kindly gave access to a draĞ of a chapter on Roman 
Kent. None of those named here or below, however, 
is responsible for the defects of this report.

The contribution of all the specialists and technical 
support team, both in-house OA staff and externally 
based, is gratefully acknowledged. The contribu-
tions of the principal specialists were of value well 
beyond the scope of their individual reports. Hilary 
Cool would like to thank Nina Crummy for discuss-
ing aspects of the Stanway finds in relation to Burial 
9200, Vanessa Fell for investigative conservation 
and the analysis of the metals that are included in 
the catalogue entries and John Cherry of the British 
Museum for identifying the 14th century seal. Joanna 
Bird would like to thank Brenda Dickinson for her 



comments on a particular samian bowl (no. 10 in the 
catalogue of decorated samian (see Chapter 6)). Dana 
Challinor would like to thank Rowena Gale for much 
help and constructive criticism of a draĞ of the char-
coal report. Sarah Paynter is indebted to Roger Wil-
kes, at the Centre for Archaeology, who jointly sorted 
the slag and to Justine Bayley, who jointly undertook 
the initial slag assessment, as well as to the members 
of the Wealden Iron Group, in particular Dr Bernard 
Worssam who shared his expertise on the geology 
of the Weald and local ores, Dr Tim Smith who pro-
vided useful information on ore and slag composi-
tions and Brian Herbert who provided slag samples 
from other Wealden sites. Penelope Walton Rogers 

wishes to thank Dr Allan R. Hall, English Heritage 
Research Fellow, Environmental Archaeology Unit, 
University of York, for information on botanical evi-
dence from prehistoric Britain.

Last but by no means least it is a pleasure to ac-
knowledge the interest and practical support and 
participation in the project of many other local peo-
ple. These include members of the Mid Kent, Rom-
ney Marsh, Swale and West Kent metal detector clubs 
who gave up their time to assist in the 1999 excava-
tions, and the tenant farmer, Mr Reeves. Amongst the 
local volunteers David Baldwin, David Dixon, Bill 
Dryland and Adam Stone were particularly regular 
helpers.

xxi

Acknowledgements


