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Foreword

The redevelopment sites at Cutacre and Kingsway gave archaeologists a rare opportunity to investigate and record 
two large-scale post-medieval farming landscapes in the northern half of Greater Manchester. At Cutacre, south 
of Bolton, extensive historical open-cast coal mining had denuded much of the site of archaeological potential, 
whilst also leaving a massive and unsightly spoil heap. Yet, remarkably, archaeologists found signifi cant remains 
from several periods including some dating to the prehistoric and medieval eras. Of particular note was the 
discovery of Greater Manchester’s fi rst example of a Middle Bronze Age roundhouse; medieval iron smelting, 
together with a seventeenth-century hall and farm site, were also of great importance.

Kingsway, near Rochdale, diff ered in that the landscape had remained prett y much intact, with a mixture of 
extant farm complexes as well as sites of demolished buildings. Building surveys and excavations combined to 
allow archaeologists to chart this farming landscape’s evolution over the last 400 years. This saw the emergence 
of a prosperous farming and weaving community in the seventeenth century that continued to develop across 
the eighteenth and earlier part of the nineteenth centuries, before entering into a period of decline. It is also 
worth noting that the Kingsway Business Park saw one of the most extensive archaeological surveys in Greater 
Manchester of post-medieval/industrial-period rural buildings.

Oxford Archaeology, supported by a range of specialists and consultants, has done an amazing job of maximising 
archaeological information from sometimes unpromising physical remains. One of the most rewarding aspects 
of the archaeological investigations has been the successful appliance of a variety of modern scientifi c techniques 
to maximise understanding of the excavated evidence. The work has been secured through the planning 
system via archaeological conditions att ached to planning consent, and the developers are to be thanked for 
funding this wide-ranging suite of archaeological works. Dissemination of the impressive results of these two 
major landscape studies is a crucial element for advancing research and providing public benefi t. The Greater 
Manchester Archaeological Advisory Service is pleased to note that this academic monograph is part of suite 
of dissemination measures that also include heritage information boards and two popular publications.  

Norman Redhead

Heritage Management Director,   
Greater Manchester Archaeological Advisory Service
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Summary 
During the fi rst years of the twenty-fi rst century, two areas in Greater Manchester were subjected to extensive 
schemes of redevelopment, which provided an important opportunity to investigate the archaeology in two 
distinctive landscapes. One of these now forms the site of the Kingsway Business Park (centred on SD 918 
120), some 3 km to the south-east of Rochdale, whilst the other is at the Cutacre Country Park (centred on 
SD 698 040), approximately 4.75 km to the south-west of Bolton. Historically, both landscapes were within 
Lancashire and, signifi cantly, they allow the historical trajectories of the region’s rural landscapes to be 
examined in some depth.

Within each of these landscapes, a combination of non-intrusive and intrusive archaeological techniques 
was employed to explore the archaeology. These techniques included desk-based assessment, geophysical, 
topographical, and standing-building survey, trial trenching, and open-area excavation. Importantly, in a 
number of instances, archaeological excavation followed on from standing-building survey, and this integrated 
approach allowed for a more nuanced understanding of the history and development of the respective site. 
In addition, palaeoenvironmental coring was undertaken in both areas as a means of examining the form 
and character of the early environment. 

The work was undertaken by Oxford Archaeology North and the former University of Manchester Archaeological 
Unit, and at the Kingsway Business Park it resulted in the detailed archaeological examination, in the form 
of building survey and/or open-area excavation, of 12 sites, whilst fi ve sites were subjected to open-area 
excavation and/or building survey at Cutacre. The majority of the sites produced good evidence for post-
medieval and later rural occupation, though important evidence for prehistoric and medieval activity was 
also found in both landscapes.

At Kingsway, pollen analysis provided insights into the prehistoric environment, with evidence of episodes 
of human clearance dating to the late Mesolithic and Neolithic periods, whilst at Cutacre, more direct 
evidence for late Mesolithic activity was represented by a small collection of worked-stone tools. In this latt er 
landscape, a Bronze Age sett lement was also excavated at Cinder Hill, dating to the latt er half of the second 
millennium cal BC. This comprised a post-built roundhouse, and two sequential four-post structures that 
may have functioned as malting houses, the fi rst to be recorded in Greater Manchester. 

At Kingsway, the evidence for medieval activity was slim, but it is possible that two early routeways may 
date to this period. Cutacre produced more substantive evidence for medieval activity. This included pollen 
signatures, suggestive of woodland clearance, cereal cultivation, and pastoral farming, dating to the early 
medieval period, along with evidence for the changing farming regimes that were in operation in the late 
medieval period. A late medieval iron bloomery was also excavated, which was associated with furnace 
bases, and other features associated with the production and working of iron.

Open-area excavation, building survey, and documentary research in both of the landscapes produced valuable 
evidence relating to the diff erent types of post-medieval rural houses and farm buildings that existed across 
a wide swathe of northern Greater Manchester. The investigated buildings dated to the early seventeenth- to 
mid-eighteenth century, and included a gentry house at Wharton Hall, Cutacre, and a selection of smaller 
rural houses that were occupied by freehold yeoman farmers at Kingsway, and tenant farmers at Cutacre. 
These latt er house types included several two-cell houses and double-pile houses, along with a three-cell 
house, and a T-shaped house. Several associated barns/shippons were also investigated. Some of these were 
detached structures, whilst others adjoined the dwellings and, in some instances, the linear layout of dwelling 
and barn/shippon mimicked that found in a Pennine laithe house. 

Both areas also revealed important evidence for late eighteenth- and nineteenth-century activity. Whilst in 
many instances this entailed the modifi cation and rebuilding of the post-medieval properties, at Kingsway 
evidence of several distinctive types of semi-domestic buildings was recorded, intimately linked to the 
production of textiles. These were weavers’ cott ages, and comprised both dwelling and workshop, where 
handloom weaving of woollen cloth was undertaken.
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