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St Gregory's Minster, Kirkdale, North Yorkshire:
Archaeological Investigations and Historical Context

PHILIP RAHTZ† (AUTHOR), LORNA WATTS (AUTHOR)

The result of c. 20 years of work on and around the church of St Gregory's Minster, 
Kirkdale, North Yorkshire, this work is concerned primarily with the 8th century 
onwards, but also extends the time-period of this isolated site, particularly for the post-
Roman to middle Saxon period, but also as an earlier probably religious landscape.

St Gregory's Minster, Kirkdale, North Yorkshire: Archaeological Investigations and 
Historical Context is the result of circa 20 years of work on and around the church of 
St Gregory's Minster, Kirkdale, North Yorkshire. It is primarily concerned with material 
relating to approximately the late 8th century onwards, detailing the fabric as well as 
excavations around the church and in the fields immediately adjacent. Associated 
material culture was sparse but reflected high-status. It is open to doubt whether any 
building was identified to equate with the earliest Anglo-Saxon artefacts, although these 
are considered too numerous to have been introduced to the site subsequently. A 
succession of three church buildings are linked to a putative focus on the north side of 
the church, to which, it is argued, pre-Conquest elite burials were orientated. A pre-
Conquest 'building site' to the north of the churchyard overlays an area of earlier 
burials. 

Against the background of this data, it is argued that the area of Kirkdale may have 
been linked to the neighbouring Roman villa of Beadlam. The church's dedication to St 
Gregory is suggested to be important in understanding the milieu of its Christian origins 
and to its regional significance at one stage of its development. A possible evolution in 
the character of lordship is explored, from circumstances marked only by high-status 
objects to conditions that can be linked more securely to a secular family associated 
with the nearby town of Kirkbymoorside. Finally, Kirkdale's position in the landscape is 
considered and an explanation sought for the long use of this non-settlement locale.

CONTRIBUTORS TO THIS VOLUME
Professor Philip Rahtz was founder of the Department of Archaeology at the University 
of York, where he was primarily interested in equipping students with techniques that 
would enable them to be able to excavate and produce reports on all periods. 

Lorna Watts has worked as a freelance archaeologist since the 1970s.

SPECIAL PRE-ORDER PRICE
£38.40 (RRP £48.00) + £3 postage and packaging
Offer valid until one month after publication

ALTERNATIVE EDITION:
Format: PDF
ISBN: 9781789694833

Publisher: Archaeopress Publishing Ltd
Imprint: Archaeopress Archaeology

Publication date: May 2020
Format: Paperback 
Price: £48.00
ISBN: 9781789694826
Language: English
Extent: 318 pp
Dimensions: 290 x 205 mm
Pictures: 180 illustrations
Subject: Landscape Archaeology
Geographical area: British Isles
Time period: Migration Period, Early
Medieval and Medieval

Mastercard/Visa card number:   Expiry date:  3-digit CSC code: 

Name and address for delivery: 





Signature:  Date:  Email address: 

HOW TO ORDER

Post: Archaeopress, Summertown Pavilion, 18-24 Middle Way, Oxford OX2 7LG
Tel: 01865 311914 | Fax: 01865 512231 | Enquiries: info@archaeopress.com
Please send me  paperback copy/ies at the special price of £38.40 plus £3 postage and packing.

www.archaeopress.com

JOIN OUR MAILING LIST
tinyurl.com/archaeopress-alerts

FOLLOW US

https://www.facebook.com/Archaeopress
https://twitter.com/Archaeopress
https://www.linkedin.com/company/archaeopress

	HOW TO ORDER
	www.archaeopress.com


